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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant 

that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled 

in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our 

baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and 

truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and 

leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the world. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts,  

who draws all people together through Jesus. 

C Amen. 

P Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another.                                       

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Holy God, 

C we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free.  

We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak  

in ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up.  

We keep score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these 

things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. 

      Amen. 

P Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of 

life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C  Amen. 
 

 GATHERING HYMN – Seed That in Earth is Dying (ELW #330) 
Text © 2006 Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music © Norsk Musikforlag A/S  
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.     

 

 GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 KYRIE – (All Creation Sings - Setting 11, page 12) 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 

you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that 

through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt— a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 

their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
 9How shall the young keep their way clean? 

  By keeping to your word.                                                                                 
10With my whole heart I seek you; 

  let me not stray from your commandments. 
11I treasure your promise in my heart, 

  that I may not sin against you. 
12Blessed are you, O LORD; 

  instruct me in your statutes.  
13With my lips I recite 

  all the judgments of your mouth. 
14I take greater delight in the way of your decrees 

  than in all manner of riches. 
15I will meditate on your commandments 

  and give attention to your ways. 
16My delight is in your statutes; 

  I will not forget your word.  
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 SECOND LESSON – Hebrews 5:5-10  
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 

one who said to him,  

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  

 “You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 

through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high 

priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

L   The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – (ELW Setting 4, p. 151)  

 

 GOSPEL – John 12:20-33 
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
     20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir,  
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we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 

went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life shall lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 

there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 

hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 

again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 

your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 

world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 SERMON 
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY – What Wondrous Love is This (ELW #666) 
Tune: © 1955 Augsburg Fortress, from Southern Harmony, arranged by Paul J. Christensen.   
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

Amen. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A  Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the   

well-being of creation, and a world in need.                                                      

A brief silence. 

 

A  God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give 

thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, 

musicians, and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve 

the rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and 

international efforts to protect the environment for future generations.  

Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those 

who challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human 

rights, social justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing  

estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect  

and comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions.  

Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and 

presence in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are 

homebound, lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

 

A God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us 

(especially Patrick, missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today). 

Grant us faith to trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
                                              Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our 

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After 

the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able. 
 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
A Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that 

we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only 

with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  

We pray this in your name. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 

with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may 

come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - (ELW Setting 4, p. 153)  

  

 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Blessed are you, O God of the universe… With this bread and cup we remember  

our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

P O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these  

gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C   Come, Holy Spirit. 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 

for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,  

and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 

sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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 LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P    Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

 LAMB OF GOD (ELW Setting 4, p. 154) 

 
 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION HYMN – As the Grains of Wheat (ELW #465) 

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. www.giamusic.com.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Contributor: Marty Haugen 

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 
 



11 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains 

of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 

C   Amen. 

 BLESSING 
A  Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you  

and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you 

peace. 

C   Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 SENDING HYMN – Restore in Us, O God (ELW #328) 
       Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Contributor: Carl B. Dow, Jr. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

       Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Contributor: Hal. H. Hopson .All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Share your bread. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ORLC supports Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Co-op  
 

The list of needed items for our Lenten Season Food Drive include: 

• Canned peas  

• Canned vegetables 

• Canned tuna 

Please leave donations in the big tub in the narthex. 

Other items you may also donate include:  

• Canned soup (large and small) 

• Canned meat items 

• Dried beans 

• Macaroni and cheese (dinner size) 

• Peanut Butter 
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar: Cindy Dolezal 

Assisting Minister: Julie Schmidt  

Lay Reader: Phyllis Bell 

Communion Cup Holder: Meleah Zapata 

Usher: Julie Schmidt 

Videographer:    Steve Curry 
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