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Gathering

¥ INTRODUCTION
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells
Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s
greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me

in.

" We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery

hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say,

“Count us in.
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% CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us
with salvation.

Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise
of grace, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and
self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression. We are
complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are
careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts
again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake
of our waiting world. Amen.

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and
covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of ++ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all.
Amen.

% GATHERING HYMN - The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
(ELW#265)

 GREETING

P
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



" LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited
and Joseph dreamed, so we dream and wait for you. Bless us and let your face shine
upon us, more radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek.
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all our
fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior.
C Amen.

% ADVENT HYMN - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW #257) verse 5
O come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

% PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace
and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may
bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word

% FIRST LESSON - 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

‘Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, [ am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” “Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”

‘But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: °Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? ¢l have not
lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about
among all the people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?”



*Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts:
I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
“and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. >’And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they
may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, *‘from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel; and |
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the
LorD will make you a house. **Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me; your throne shall be established forever.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

% RESPONSIVE READING - Luke 1:46b - 55
“*My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
‘’my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
““for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
“you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
*“Y'ou have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
'Y ou have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
s2casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
**You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
*You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
*the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.

% SECOND LESSON - Romans 16:25-27
»>Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages “°but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of
faith—""to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
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L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.
B GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - (ELW #513)
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% GOSPEL - Luke 1:26-38
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

5In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. *?And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” *But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. *The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. **And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. *?’He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”



“Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”” *The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. **And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. *’For nothing will be
impossible with God.” **Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

% SERMON
* HYMN OF THE DAY- No Wind at the Window (ACS #906)

Text and arr. © 1992 WGRG, lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Words and arrangement by John L. Bell
Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A. All rights reserved

¥ APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

% PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
who await God’s day of restoration.
A brief silence.

A You promise mercy to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants forever. Bring your
church into thoughtful, caring, and collaborative relationship with those of other
faiths. Strengthen our shared values, that we work together in caring for our world.
Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.



A As fields and crops lie dormant, bless them with holy rest. Prepare them to thrive, that
they provide abundant food in due season. Protect animals who hibernate and provide
for all who scavenge for food in the lean season. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

A You raise up the lowly and cast down the arrogant. Teach humility to all in positions
of authority. Break down systems of oppression, especially systems that perpetuate
inequity and exclusion. Do not allow wealth, power, or pride to become idols that
obscure your call to justice. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

A Look with favor upon all who cry out to you. Accompany with tenderness all who are
afraid or ill, especially those we bring before you now, silently or aloud. (pause)
Rescue all who experience abuse or who live under threat of violence, especially
refugees, immigrants, and asylum-seekers in search of a safe and stable home.
Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

A You are pleased to make your home among us. Make our homecomings joyful as we
gather with friends, families, and chosen families in celebration. Grant safety to all
who travel. Sustain the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services and
other ministries that assist in setting up new homes. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

A Blessed are you for Mary and all your servants in every generation who lived
according to your promise of mercy. Strengthen us by their example until the
revelation of your glory is made known. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and
everlasting mercy.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you all.

C And also with you.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.
After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward to the altar.

As this happens, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer and meal.
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" OFFERING PRAYER
A God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth.

C

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast
love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Meal

* GREAT THANKSGIVING

TOTOTO TN O

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

& HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW #190)

C

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.

C Come, Lord Jesus.

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace
on earth.

C Come, Holy Spirit.

P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

¥ LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.
Come, take your place at the table.

% DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
% COMMUNION HYMN - What Feast of Love (ELW #487)

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, published by OCP Publications, Portland OR. All rights reserved.
Arr. English Folk Tune, Ralph V. Williams
Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A. All rights reserved
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" PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to
see together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of
liberation and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior.

 BLESSING
P The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing

of the Spirit -+ remain upon you now and forever.
C Amen.

% ANNOUNCEMENTS

% SENDING HYMN - My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, Lord
(ELW #251)

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress, from the Magnificat
Arr. English Folk Tune, Ralph V. Williams
Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A. All rights reserved

* DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Keep awake.
C Thanks be to God.

Tonight’s Christmas Eve Service will be held here
this evening at @ur Redeemer Lutheran Church at 7 p.m




Food to bring this holiday season for Grand Prairie Food and
Clothing Co-op:

Canned soup (small cans and large cans)

Canned peas and canned mixed veggies

Canned meat (tuna, Spam, chili, ravioli, chicken)
Canned gravy and gravy packets

Dry beans and dry rice

Mac and Cheese (dinner box)

Spaghetti

Peanut butter

Any of the above items can be brought to the church and placed in the bin provided in the

Narthex. THANKS!!! - for helping us be Disciples of Jesus by serving our community in
this way.
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% SERVING TODAY

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal
Music Director: John Zacharias

Altar: Nina Wallace-Martinez
Assisting Minister: Kris Davies

Lay Reader: Mel Hammer

Usher: Julie Schmidt
Videographer: Gene Davies

Communion Cup Holder: Cassi Bennett

Children in attendance are welcome to break away during our services with our
Sunday School teachers. Those teachers include Cheri Oertel (director), Julie Bothun,
Katie Valencia and Phyllis Bell.

If anyone would be interested in volunteering once a month to teach Sunday School
during the service, please contact the church office or talk to Cheri Oertel.

Copyright info

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2023 — 06/29/2024. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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