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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
Micah declares God’s condemnation of those who abhor justice. Jesus warns against  

hypocrisy. Paul urges the Thessalonians to lead a life worthy of God. Called to be  

humble servants, we gather for worship, seeking justice and welcoming all people to 

share the banquet of life. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us 

and calls us beloved. 

\C Amen. 
 

                                                    Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Holy One, 

C we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one 

another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our 

hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands 

to serve your creation. Amen.                                 

P Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are  

called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation  

of the world. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – Great is Thy Faithfulness (ELW #733)  

 GREETING     
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 GLORY TO GOD - ELW Setting Seven (p. 176) 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God, generous and supreme, your loving Son lived among us,  

instructing us in the ways of humility and justice. Continue to ease our burdens,  

and lead us to serve alongside of him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Micah 3:5-12 
5Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead my people astray, who cry 

“Peace” when they have something to eat, but declare war against those who put nothing 

into their mouths. 6Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, and darkness to you, 

without revelation. The sun shall go down upon the prophets, and the day shall be black 

over them; 7the seers shall be disgraced, and the diviners put to shame; they shall all  

cover their lips, for there is no answer from God. 
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8But as for me, I am filled with power, with the spirit of the LORD, and with justice and 

might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin. 9Hear this, you rulers of 

the house of Jacob and chiefs of the house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all  

equity,10who build Zion with blood and Jerusalem with wrong! 11Its rulers give judgment 

for a bribe, its priests teach for a price, its prophets give oracles for money; yet they lean 

upon the LORD and say, “Surely the LORD is with us! No harm shall come upon us.” 
12Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become a 

heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded height. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 43 
      1Give judgment for me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people; 

  deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked. 

 2For you are the God of my strength; why have you rejected me, 

  and why do I wander in such gloom while the enemy oppresses me?  

 3Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 

  and bring me to your holy hill and to your sanctuary; 

 4that I may go to the altar of God, to the God of my joy and gladness; 

  and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God. 

 5Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul,  

         and why are you so disquieted within me?  

  Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks  

        to the one who is my help and my God. 
 

 SECOND LESSON – 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
      9You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that 

we might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10You are 

witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was  

toward you believers. 11As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his 

children, 12urging and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, 

who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 

 13We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of 

God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, 

God’s word, which is also at work in you believers. 
 

L   The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.  

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW #175) 

 
 

  GOSPEL – Matthew 23:1-12 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord    
 

 
 

     1Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on  

Moses’ seat; 3therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they  

do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and 

lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to 

move them. 5They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries 

broad and their fringes long. 6They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the 

best seats in the synagogues, 7and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to 

have people call them rabbi. 8But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 

and you are all students. 9And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—

the one in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the 

Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be your servant. 12All who exalt themselves will 

be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY – As Saints of Old (ELW #695)  
(Sung to the melody of “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, Lord”) 

1. As saints of old their first-fruits brought of orchard, flock, and field 

to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 

so we today first-fruits would bring, the wealth of this good land, 

of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 

2. A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give; 

to make our life an offering to God, that all may live. 

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true; 

a world redeemed by Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new. 

3. In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done. 

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Contributor: Frank von Christierson 

Music: English folk tune; arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams © Oxford University Press 
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
 

P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

A Holy God, encourage and uphold your church around the world. We thank you  

for your Word, which we receive as holy. Lead bishops, pastors, deacons, and all  

members of your church in lives worthy of you. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Creating God, revive your creation where it is neglected, misused, or abused. Bolster 

advocates in eco-justice organizations. Nurture endeavors that aid communities  

affected by hazardous waste, poor air, and polluted waters. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Righteous God, accompany our nation as it prepares for elections. Protect voters,  

voting officials, poll workers, and journalists. Guide leaders around the world, that 

fair and wise decisions show care for all, especially those society has forgotten or 

mistreated. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Nurturing One, bring relief to those carrying heavy burdens. We pray for those in  

difficult home situations, for foster children, and for all who are in jails or prison. 

Strengthen those burdened by chronic pain, grief, or other illness. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Welcoming God, accompany those in new and unfamiliar places who need an  

invitation to community. We pray especially for any who have recently moved  

to start their first year of college, a new job, or a missionary position in another land. 

Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Eternal God, you unite all the faithful at your heavenly feast. We remember your 

saints gathered in your eternal presence, including those from among us who have 

gathered with you this past year: Phillip Ward, Mark Oertel, Jerry and Parma Kersten, 

Jean Rabbers. We also remember those who we name before you, silently or aloud…. 

Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all who grieve. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great.            

                                                Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
 

P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord 

C Amen. 
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 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward to the altar.  

As this happens, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer and meal. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 

shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 

from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon 

your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 

Sovereign and Servant. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Meal 

 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and 

strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and re-

joice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - ELW Setting Four (p. 153) 

 

 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P    Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.     

   Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his  

coming in glory.    Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 LAMB OF GOD – ELW Setting Four (p. 154)  

 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION HYMN – Shall We Gather at the River (ELW #423)  

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                    
A Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and  

generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

C Amen. 
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 BLESSING 
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The 

blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SENDING HYMN – Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In (ACS #950) 
African American Spiritual, Arr. © 2020  Augsburg Fortress  

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 DISMISSAL 
P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.     

C Thanks be to God. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Annual Congregational Potluck and Meeting will be next Sunday, 
November 12th after the service. 
 

All are invited to share in the potluck lunch!  Voting by church members for  
nominees for church office, the nominating committee, and for next year’s budget 
will take place shortly after the meal is finished. 
 

Monthly Bible Study - Tuesday, November 21 at 10 a.m. 
 

Our Bible Study this fall explores what "Holy Places" means, not only in the Holy 
Land of the Bible but for each of us wherever we may be. This month we will  
focus on Jesus and his life and teachings. Be sure to join us and bring a friend. 
Hattie Hammer will lead this month's study. Hope to see you on the 21st. 
 

Thanksgiving Contributions for GP Food and Clothing Co-op 
 

Our Redeemer is signed up to provide turkey gravy for the GP food co-op 
distributions for Thanksgiving dinner.  We need 90 dry packets or regular size 
cans.  Please bring your gravy to church on Nov 12.  I must take it to the  
co-op on Nov 14.  (If you prefer to give me cash/check donations, I will be happy 
to buy and give you a receipt). 
 
Thanks!  
Kris 
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias (digitally aided by Renee Swanjord) 

Altar: Leah Adix 

Assisting Minister: Julie Schmidt 

Lay Reader: Jeff Adix  

Usher: Julie Bothun   

Videographer: Mel Hammer  

Communion Cup Holder: Meleah Zapata 

    

 

 

Children in attendance are welcome to break away during our services with our  

Sunday School teachers. Those teachers include Cheri Oertel (director), Julie Bothun, 

Katie Valencia and Phyllis Bell. 

 

If anyone would be interested in volunteering once a month to teach Sunday School 

during the service, please contact the church office or talk to Cheri Oertel. 

  

Copyright info 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
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License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2023 – 06/29/2024. All rights reserved. 
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Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


