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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
 Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from Leviticus.  

We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our  

neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul shares the gospel with the 

Thessalonian community. In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we have not 

loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of forgiveness and to be 

strengthened by word and meal to be signs of God’s love and mercy in the world. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P    Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit  

      who makes our joy complete. 

C Amen. 

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.  
 

                                                    Silence is kept for reflection. 

P    Faithful and steadfast God, 

C   you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are  

overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.  We are afraid to risk  

what we have for the sake of others.  For the harm we have caused, known and 

unknown, forgive us.  For the unjust demands we place on others and your  

creation, forgive us.  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 

forgive us.  Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of  

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen.                                 

P    Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  

God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making  

a new way for us.  In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C  Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – O Word of God Incarnate (ELW #514)  

 GREETING     
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 GLORY TO GOD  (ELW setting seven p. 176) 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your 

people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly 

for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Word 

  FIRST LESSON – Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
       1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the people of  

Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 

 15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer 

to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a 

slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor:  
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I am the LORD. 17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove 

your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a 

grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 

LORD. 
 

L    The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 1 
            1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

     nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

     and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,  

           with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so with the wicked; 

     they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

     nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

     but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 

 

 SECOND LESSON – 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8      

     1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain,  
2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you 

know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 

opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 
4but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the  

gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 
5As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a 

pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 
7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among 

you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we care for you that 

we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 

because you have become very dear to us. 
 

L   The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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 Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.  

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW #175) 

 
  GOSPEL – Matthew 22:34-46 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord    
 

 
 

       34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered  

together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
42“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of 

David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
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 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 

  until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an 

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

P    The gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY – A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW #504) 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
 

P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

A Holy God, you give the law that your people live by it and flourish. Write your law 

on the hearts of all who bear your name, and teach us to love your commandments, 

that we live as you intend. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Holy God, you plant the earth and water it and bring forth a fruitful harvest. Send  

favorable weather, just wages, and the bounty of your abundance to all who are  

engaged in the labor of harvest. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A Holy God, you watch over the ways of the righteous and judge your people with  

fairness. Guide judges, courts, elected officials, and all those tasked with upholding 

the law, inspiring them with your wisdom and zeal for justice. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer.   
 

A Holy God, you hold your people in love and surround them with your mercy. Draw 

near to all who are in need. Be their rest and comfort. God of grace, 

C   hear our prayer. 
 
 

A Holy God, you call us to love one another as we love ourselves. Give us the will  

and patience to love those whose challenges are difficult. Bless all the ministries of 

this congregation through which we show love for our neighbors. We pray especially 

those who receive out support through the Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Co-op.  

God of grace, 

C   hear our prayer. 
 
 

A Holy God, you have broken the chains of death and daily make all things new.  

We give you thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin Luther and all the saints. 

We pray that your transformative spirit is at work in us. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

                                          Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 PEACE 
P    The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward to the altar.  

As this happens, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer and meal. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A   God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the  

table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior. 

C  Amen. 
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Meal 

 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior  

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - ELW Setting Four (p. 153) 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P    Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.     

   Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his  

coming in glory.    Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
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 LAMB OF GOD – ELW Setting Four (p. 154)  

 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION HYMN – Ubi caritas et amor (ELW #642)  
Text and music © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved.  

Contributors:  Jacques Berthier, Taizé Community. Used by permission.               

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                    
A Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,  

the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the 

world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name  

we pray. 

C  Amen. 

 BLESSING 

P The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives  

in you, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SENDING HYMN – Goodness is Stronger than Evil (ELW #721) 
Text © 1995 from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu. Used by permission of Doubleday a div. of Random House, Inc. 

Tune: © 1996, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., Contributors: John L. Bell. All rights reserved. 
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. God is at work in you.    

C Thanks be to God. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

Annual Congregational Potluck and Meeting will be on Sunday, 
November 12th after the service. 
 

All are invited to share in the potluck lunch!  Voting by church members for  
nominees for church office and next year’s budget will take place shortly after  
the meal is finished. 
 
 

Monthly Bible Study - Tuesday, November 21 at 10 a.m. 
 

Our Bible Study this fall explores what "Holy Places" means, not only in the Holy 
Land of the Bible but for each of us wherever we may be. This month we will  
focus on Jesus and his life and teachings. Be sure to join us and bring a friend. 
Hattie Hammer will lead this month's study. Hope to see you on the 21st. 
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar: Renee Swanjord 

Assisting Minister: Renee Swanjord 

Lay Reader: Mel Hammer  

Usher: Nino Martinez  

Videographer: Steve Curry 

Communion Cup Holder:  Kyle Bennett 

    

 

 

Children in attendance are welcome to break away during our services with our  

Sunday School teachers. Those teachers include Cheri Oertel (director), Julie Bothun, 

Katie Valencia and Phyllis Bell. 

 

If anyone would be interested in volunteering once a month to teach Sunday School 

during the service, please contact the church office or talk to Cheri Oertel. 

  

Copyright info 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056. 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2023 – 06/29/2024. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


