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Gathering
* INTRODUCTION

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign
of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair,
while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of
humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread
and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

% CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, -+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.

C Amen.

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful and steadfast God,
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. \We are afraid to risk
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
P Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.

God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making

a new way for us. In -+ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
C Amen.

% GATHERING HYMN - Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
(ELW #772)

% GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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% NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION — (ELW #167)
Refrain:  Now the feast and celebration,
All of creation sings for joy
To the God of love and life and freedom;
Praise and glory for evermore!

1. Now is the feast of the lamb once slain,
Whose blood has freed and united us
To be one great people of God. Refrain

2. Power and riches, wisdom and might,
All honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain

3. For God has come to dwell with us,
To make us people of God;
To make all things new. Refrain

Text and Tune © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Contributor: Marty Haugen
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

" PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
Word

FIRST LESSON - Ezekial 18:1-4, 25-42

“The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? °As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used
by you in Israel. ‘Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

“Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? **When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. ’Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. *?Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they
shall surely live; they shall not die.



Y et the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are
my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. **Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?
“For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

% RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 25:1-9
‘To you, O LORD,
| lift up my soul.
‘My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
:Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
‘Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
sLead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted
all the day long.
‘Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
*You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.



% SECOND LESSON - Philippians 2:1-13

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, “‘make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. °Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. “Let each of
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. °Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus, *who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, ‘but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, ®he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.

“Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, *°so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, *'and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. **Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; **for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
" GOSPEL ACCLAMATION -
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M GOSPEL — Matthew 21:23-32

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

»When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” *Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. »°Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ **But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John
as a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

**“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.” ’He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind
and went. *°The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’;
but he did not go. **Which of the two did the will of his father?”” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. **For John came to you in the way of righteousness
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

% SERMON
X HYMN OF THE DAY - Be Thou My Vision (ELW #793)

% APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)

P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



% PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A
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Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church,
creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, and
teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and faithful
witness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests of
others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be advocates
for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other
positions of authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs
of others. We pray also for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or
suffering in any way. Give them encouragement and consolation in your presence.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and unite us in
your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation. Keep
us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers

of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

* PEACE

p
C

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.



* OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.
After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward to the altar.
As this happens, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer and meal.

* OFFERING PRAYER

A

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

C Amen.

Meal

* GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - ELW Setting Three (p. 144)
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* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.



¥ LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

H INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

% LAMB OF GOD - ELW Setting Three (p. 146)
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% DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
% COMMUNION HYMN - Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW #471)
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" PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,
the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the
world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name
we pray.
C Amen.

" BLESSING
P The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives
in you, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
% SENDING HYMN - The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW #538)

English translation © 1998 and arr © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
Translator: Gerhard M. Cartford
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved

* DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. God is at work in you.
C Thanks be to God.

Pet Fair this Saturday, October 7%, on the church lawn

10 a.m. to Noon
Rabies Vaccinations for $5, Blessing of the Animals by Pastor Julio

Next Bible Study to be held Tuesday, October 17, at 10 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

This month we focus on holy places that are sanctuaries. Whether a place for worship
and prayer or for safety and refuge, sanctuary is made holy by the presence of God.

Mel Hammer will lead this month’s session. Hope to see you on the 17th. Bring a friend
and your Bible.
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% SERVING TODAY

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal
Music Director: John Zacharias

Altar: Leah Adix

Assisting Minister: Kris Davies

Lay Reader: Jeff Adix

Usher: Adix Family
Videographer: Gene Davies

Communion Cup Holder: Cassi Bennett

Children in attendance are welcome to break away during our services with our
Sunday School teachers. Those teachers include Cheri Oertel (director), Julie Bothun,
Katie Valencia and Phyllis Bell.

If anyone would be interested in volunteering once a month to teach Sunday School
during the service, please contact the church office or talk to Cheri Oertel.

Copyright info

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2023 — 06/29/2024. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



