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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 

are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells 

of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the 

fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us 

with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P    Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit  

      who makes our joy complete. 

C Amen. 

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.  
 

                                                    Silence is kept for reflection. 

P    Faithful and steadfast God, 

C   you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are  

overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.  We are afraid to risk  

what we have for the sake of others.  For the harm we have caused, known and 

unknown, forgive us.  For the unjust demands we place on others and your  

creation, forgive us.  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 

forgive us.  Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of  

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen.                                 
 

P    Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  

God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making  

a new way for us.  In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C  Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – God’s Work, Our Hands (ACS #1000) 
Text © 2019 ELCA, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Contributor: Wayne L. Wold 

Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Contributor: David N. Johnson 

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 GREETING     
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION – (ELW #167) 
Refrain:    Now the feast and celebration,  

                 All of creation sings for joy 

                 To the God of love and life and freedom;  

                 Praise and glory for evermore! 

1.  Now is the feast of the lamb once slain, 

     Whose blood has freed and united us 

     To be one great people of God.            Refrain    

2.   Power and riches, wisdom and might,    

      All honor and glory to Christ forever.    Refrain 

3.   For God has come to dwell with us, 

      To make us people of God; 

      To make all things new.          Refrain     
 

Text and Tune © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Contributor: Marty Haugen 

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 

mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 

harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Word 
 

 FIRST LESSON – Ezekial 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked 

ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their 

ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 
9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their 

ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.10Now you, 

mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins 

weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to 

them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
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but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 

ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

L    The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 119:33-40 
    33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

     and I shall keep it to the end. 

 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

     I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

     for that is my desire. 

 36Incline my heart to your decrees 

     and not to unjust gain.  

 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

     give me life in your way. 

 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

     which is for those who fear you. 

 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

     because your judgments are good. 

 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 

     by your righteousness enliven me.  
 

 SECOND LESSON – Romans 13:8-14 
       8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 

murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

    11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night 

is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,  

not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.    

L   The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION –  

 

 GOSPEL – Matthew 18:15-20  

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

      [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 

offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 

a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 

Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

among them.”  

P The gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY - Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace  

(ELW #716)  sung to the melody of “O Master, Let Me Walk with You.” 
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
 

P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 

creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 
 

A Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and  

lead us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of 

reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with other Christians and people  

of other faiths. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A   Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders 

of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that live in 

them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer. 
 
 

A Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and  

government officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people  

with dignity and guide our conversations with one another. Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer. 
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A Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the  

wicked acts of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, 

or sick. Guard their waking and their sleeping. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation  

to which each is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing  

employment. In all our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in 

faith. May their trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

                                          Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 PEACE 
P    The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward to the altar.  

As this happens, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer and meal. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A   God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the  

table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior. 

C  Amen. 
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Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all  

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise  

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - ELW Setting Three (p. 144) 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P    Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.    

   Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his  

coming in glory.    Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
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 LAMB OF GOD – ELW Setting Three (p. 146) 

 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION HYMN – Beautiful Savior (ELW #838)  

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                    
A Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,  

the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the 

world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name  

we pray. 

C  Amen. 

 BLESSING 

P The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives  

in you, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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 SENDING HYMN – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 (ELW #815)  
Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration  

Contributor: Kathleen Thomerson 
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. God is at work in you.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

The Food and Clothing Co-op needs: 

Personal hygiene items - toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap and shampoo (no travel sizes 

please).   

• Food items needed at this time are:      

Canned soup (small cans and large cans)                     Canned peas and canned 

mixed veggies 

Canned meat (tuna, Spam, chili, ravioli, chicken)       Dry beans and dry rice 

Mac and Cheese (dinner box)                                         Spaghetti 

Peanut butter 

• Towels and sheets (Double and Queen) are always welcome.  
 

Any of the above items can be brought to the church and placed in the bin in the Narthex. 

THANKS!!! - for helping us be Disciples of Jesus by serving our community.     

 

Monthly Bible Study --Tuesday, September 19 at 10 a.m. 
 

Our Bible study this fall will explore what "Holy Places" mean not only in the Holy Land 

of the Bible but for each of us wherever we may be. This month we will consider the 

complexity and the promise of "home" through stories of Israel's exile, the ministry of 

Jesus and the promises of Revelation. 
 

Hope to see you on the 19th. Bring a friend and your Bible.  
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar: Kris Davies 

Assisting Minister: Renee Swanjord 

Lay Reader: Kris Davies 

Usher: Kris Davies 

Videographer: Gene Davies 

Communion Cup Holder:  Cassi Bennett 

 

Children in attendance are welcome to break away during the service with our Sunday 

School teacher. This week’s teacher is Cheri Oertel, our Sunday School Director.   
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