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Gathering 

 

 INTRODUCTION 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when 

we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks 

forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of 

the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. 

Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C Amen. 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Holy One, source of our renewal, 

C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have 

not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For 

the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 

another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now  

declare.” God’s mercy makes us new and we are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ  

our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – This Little Light of Mine (ELW #677) 
African American Spiritual Arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All rights reserved. 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 HYMN OF PRAISE – Gloria (Setting 7, p. 176) 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call 

upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and 

power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 58:1-9a 
1Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2Yet day after day they seek me, and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness  

and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;  

they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
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3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 
4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of      

the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor  

into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them,  

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,  

 and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, 

    the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
  

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 112:1-10 
      1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  

 5It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 6For they will never be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
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    8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 

   they will hold up their head with honor. 

 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 

  the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 

  SECOND LESSON – 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
       1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 

of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear 

and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 

words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your 

faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, 

secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the 

rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly 

human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is 

truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 

on us by God. 13And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom 

but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 

 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 

foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 

themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel. 



6 

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Alleluia! Lord and Savior (ELW p. 151) 
 

 

 GOSPEL – Matthew 5:13-20 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 

not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY – Go, Make Disciples (ELW #540)     
Text and music: Handt Hanson © 1966 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Inc. All rights reserved.  

Podcast/Streamed with under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All rights reserved. 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action.  

Give the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated  

and practiced injustice.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. 

Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring 

healing to lands and communities experiencing natural disasters. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and 

industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and 

raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an 

end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their 

homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your 

commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast  

in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

A The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for  

all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our 

remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power  

revealed in Christ crucified. 

C Amen. 

 PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After 

the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
A Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 

through Jesus our Savior, 

C   Amen. 
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Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, ELW p. 207) 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…  

…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, …  

…We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit…  

…Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours…  

…one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come and taste the joy of God. 

 LAMB OF GOD (Setting 10, ELW p. 208) 
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 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

 COMMUNION HYMN – All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW #461) 
Text: Sylvia G Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. All right reserved. 

Podcast/Streamed with under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All rights reserved. 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

C Amen. 

 BLESSING 

P The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SENDING HYMN – Abide, O Dearest Jesus (ELW #539) 

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 
 
Monthly Bible study in Fellowship Hall 
 
Next Session: Tuesday, February 21st at 10a.m. 
 
Session Two: Rhythms and Respect - Commandments 3 and 4 
Let's renew our thirst for the Sabbath and our hunger to honor our parents, 
teachers and elders. 
 
Bring a friend and your Bible. Contact Hattie at hattie.hammer@sbcglobal.net or 
972-637-3191 for more information or a ride. 

mailto:hattie.hammer@sbcglobal.net


 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar Care: Renee Swanjord 

Assisting Minister: Renee Swanjord 

Lay Reader: Kris Davies 

Communion Cup Holder: Meleah Zapata 

Usher: Julie Schmidt 

Videographer: Gene Davies 

Sunday School: Julie Bothun 

 

 
 

You are welcome here! 

If you are a visitor, please take a moment to sign our guest book, located in the narthex. 

Restrooms are located down the hall, to the right as you exit the Sanctuary.  
 

Our regular weekly schedule: 

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion is at 10:15am. 
 

On Wednesdays, Worship with Holy Communion is at 7pm. 
 

☩   ☩   ☩ 
 

More information about Our Redeemer Lutheran Church may be found online at: 

OurRedeemerGP.org, or Facebook.com/OurRedeemerLutheranGP 

 

Copyright info 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2022 – 06/29/2023. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 


