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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than  

owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. 

“Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the 

generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing.  By God’s gracious favor,  

we have everything we need.  

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and  

who loves us beyond our days. 

C Amen. 

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P God of mercy and forgiveness, 

C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us 

in a new direction.  Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and 

strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.  

P Beloved of God: in the name of Jesus Christ ☩ your sins are forgiven and you are 

made whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW #685) 

                                                                                       vs. 1 - 3 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and  

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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 GLORY TO GOD – Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW #167) 
Refrain: 

 Now the feast and celebration, 

 all of creation sings for joy 

 to the God of life and love and freedom; 

 praise and glory forevermore! 
 

1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 

 whose blood has freed and united us 

 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

2 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 

 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

3 For God has come to dwell with us, 

 to make us people of God;  

 to make all things new.  Refrain 
 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen 

Text and Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved 

Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All Rights Reserved. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 

another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts 

to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Amos 8:4-7 
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 

  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 

  so that we may sell grain; 

 and the sabbath, 

  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 

  and practice deceit with false balances, 
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6buying the poor for silver 

and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

   Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 113 
1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; 

 praise the name of the Lord. 
 

 2Let the name of the Lord be blessed, 

  from this time forth forevermore. 
 

3From the rising of the sun to its going down 

 let the name of the Lord be praised. 
 

 4The Lord is high above all nations; 

  God’s glory above the heavens.  
 

5Who is like the Lord our God, 

 who sits enthroned on high, 
 

 6but stoops to behold 

  the heavens and the earth? 
 

7The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust 

 and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
 

 8enthroning them with the rulers, 

  with the rulers of the people. 
 

9The Lord makes the woman of a childless house 

  to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! 
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 SECOND LESSON – 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.  
5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ 

Jesus, himself human,    6who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right 

time.  7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 

lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able, to welcome the Gospel.

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – (ACS, Setting 11, p. 14) 
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 GOSPEL – Luke 16:1-13 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager,  

and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he  

summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 

accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’  
3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the  

position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  
4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may  

welcome me into their homes.’  
5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do 

you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take 

your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much 

do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 

bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he 

had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their 

own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves 

by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 

eternal homes. 

 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest 

in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the  

dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been 

faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave 

can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be  

devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY – Come Now, You Blessed (ACS #1059) 

Text: Ruth Duck © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved 

Music: Emily R. Brink © 1994 Faith Alive Christian Resources.  All rights reserved 

Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All Rights Reserved. 
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 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

A God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing 

for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and 

all those who share your good news with the world. God of grace, 

C  Hear our prayer.  
 

A Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. 

Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to 

develop sustainable practices. God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

A Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and 

compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the 

example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person.               

God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

A Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into 

economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food 

ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters.  God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

A   Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance.  

Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share 

generously. God of grace,  

C Hear our prayer. 
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A God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the 

witness of those who have gone before us, and bring us with them to the heavenly 

feast that has no end. God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 

P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After 

the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.  

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

C Amen. 

Meal 

  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 11, ACS p. 20)  
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:… 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup…  

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit… 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants… 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Christ invites you to this table.  Come, taste and see.  

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION HYMN – Break Now the Bread of Life (ELW #515) 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for 

the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with 

joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 BLESSING 
P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and 

love. 

C Amen. 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SENDING HYMN – Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW #669) 
Text: Norman O. Forness © admin. Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. 

Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All Rights Reserved.  

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Bible Study Tuesday, September 20, 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Our study for the next three months will focus on "What does the Bible teach us about 

our kinship with and our responsibility to all creation?" 
 

Session one:   Trees 

It comes as no surprise that Jesus talked a lot about trees, plants and other flora. 
 

Come and bring a friend to share your thoughts with others.   

For further information, contact Hattie Hammer.      hattie.hammer@sbcglobal.net  

 

 
 

Low Cost Pet Vaccines, Saturday October 8, 10am to noon 
 

Rabies shots for $5.  Provided by Texasforthem.org    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hattie.hammer@sbcglobal.net
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Assisting Minister: Kris Davies 

Lay Reader: Jeff Adix 

Communion Cup Holder: Kyle Bennett 

Usher: Adix Family 

Videographer:    Gene Davies 

Altar Care:    Leah Adix 

Sunday School:   Maria Latorre 
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