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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not 

only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying 

is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-

ners.” Thanks be to God. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and  

who loves us beyond our days. 

C Amen. 

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God of mercy and forgiveness, 

C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us 

in a new direction.  Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and 

strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.  

P Beloved of God: in the name of Jesus Christ ☩ your sins are forgiven and you are 

made whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – This is My Father’s World (ELW #824) 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and  

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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 GLORY TO GOD – Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW #167) 
Refrain: 

 Now the feast and celebration, 

 all of creation sings for joy 

 to the God of life and love and freedom; 

 praise and glory forevermore! 
 

1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 

 whose blood has freed and united us 

 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

2 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 

 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

3 For God has come to dwell with us, 

 to make us people of God;  

 to make all things new.  Refrain 
 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen 

Text and Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved 

Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All Rights Reserved. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 

yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we 

may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life 

in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Exodus 32:7-14 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 

the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the 

way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 

worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 

you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, 

how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against 

them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
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11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn 

hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and 

with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 

brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the 

earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your 

people. 
 

13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your 

own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and 

all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 

forever.’” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring 

on his people. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 51:1-10 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me.  
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 SECOND LESSON – 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 

faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I 

received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 

life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able, to welcome the Gospel.

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – (ACS, Setting 11, p. 14) 
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 GOSPEL – Luke 15:1-10 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 
 

3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 

one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 

lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And 

when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will 

be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who need no repentance. 
 

8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin 

that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 

one sinner who repents.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY – Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling  

(ELW #608) 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-

fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

A Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church 

with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen 

our ecumenical and interreligious commitments.   God of grace,  

C  Hear our prayer.  
 

A Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the 

seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us 

with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

A Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach 

wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our 

homes, and peace in our hearts.   God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

A Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are 

lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide 

for those in any need, especially those we name before you now, silently or aloud. . . . 

God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

A Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and 

hearts. Build up the ministries of Our Redeemer, as well as the Grand Prairie 

Homeless Outreach Organization, and Jay’s Place: Church of the Damascus Road. 

Help us to serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name.  God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer. 

A Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts 

for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when 

we come to share eternal life with you. God of grace,  

C Hear our prayer. 

P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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  PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After 

the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these 

gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus 

Christ, who sets a table for all. 

C Amen. 

 

Meal 

  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 11, ACS p. 20)  
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:… 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup…  

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit… 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants… 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Christ invites you to this table.  Come, taste and see.  

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION HYMN – The King of Love My Shepherd Is  

(ELW #502) 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for 

the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with 

joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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 BLESSING 
P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and 

love. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SENDING HYMN – God’s Work, Our Hands (ACS #1000) 
Text: Wayne L. Wold © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. 

Music: David N. Johnson © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. 
Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # 735766-A.  All Rights Reserved.  

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Monthly Bible Study Tuesday, September 20, 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Our study for the next three months will focus on "What does the Bible teach us about 

our kinship with and our responsibility to all creation?" 
 

Session one:   Trees 

It comes as no surprise that Jesus talked a lot about trees, plants and other flora. 
 

Come and bring a friend to share your thoughts with others.   

For further information, contact Hattie Hammer.      hattie.hammer@sbcglobal.net  

 
 

This Week’s Church Office Hours: 
 

Monday:  1 p.m. until 4 p.m. 

Tuesday:  1 p.m until 4 p.m. 

Wednesday:  1 p.m. until 6 p.m. 

Thursday:  1 p.m. until 4 p.m.  

  

mailto:hattie.hammer@sbcglobal.net
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Assisting Minister: Mel Hammer 

Lay Reader: Julie Bothun 

Communion Cup Holder: Maleah Zapata 

Usher: Cindy Dolezal 

Videographer:    Steve Curry 

Altar Care:    Cindy Dolezal 

Sunday School:   Cherie Oertel 
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