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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured
that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are
told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among
us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to
enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Alleluia. Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless
God, who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
P We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in
safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as
your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every
tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise,
and thanksgiving, now and forever.
C Amen.
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 GATHERING HYMN – Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
(ELW #527)
 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the
end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Children are invited to attend Sunday School.

 GLORY TO GOD – (ACS, p. 12-13)
L
C
L
L
C
C
L
C

Glory to God
Glory to God
Glory in the highest!
Glory to God
Glory to God
Glory in the Highest!
To God be glory forever!
To God be glory forever!

L Glory to God
C Glory to God
L Glory to Christ Jesus!
L Glory to God
C Glory to God
C Glory to Christ Jesus!
L To God be glory forever!
C To God be glory forever!

L
C
L
L
C
C
L
C

Glory to God
Glory to God
Glory to the Spirit!
Glory to God
Glory to God
Glory to the Spirit!
To God be glory forever!
To God be glory forever!

L
C
L
C
L
C
C
C
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A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!
A-le-lu-ya! A-men!

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself
alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you
have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now."
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said,
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven."
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 47
Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.
2
For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.
3
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
4
He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
1

4

God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7
For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.
8
God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
9
The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted.
5

 SECOND LESSON – Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able, to welcome the Gospel.
15
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Be Not Afraid (ELW #388)

Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier.
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 GOSPEL – Luke 24:44-53
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
44
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you
— that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled." 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he
said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high."
50
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they
were continually in the temple blessing God.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW #855)
 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
A Holy One, ruler of heaven and earth, wash us in your Holy Spirit and make us
witnesses to your resurrected life in this community. Let our fellowship be a sign to
others of the presence of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Through thundering, mighty waters reveal your creative power at work in creation.
Cleanse the air, land, and waters with the movement of your Spirit and the
participation of your people. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A In faithful and diverse worship, turn all people toward you and your loving will for
humankind. Bridge differences among traditions and across faiths. Unite us in
mission for the sake of a world in need. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A In the suffering and death of Jesus, draw near to those who suffer and for whom death
approaches. Hold them in the palm of your loving hand and give them rest. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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A Inspire us through the music, dance, and other arts ministries of this congregation.
With clapping, shouting, singing, playing, and moving, let our bodies bear witness to
the joy you alone can give. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Rouse us to remember the faithful witness of the saints who have gone before us. By
their lives and the life and death of Jesus, enlighten our hearts, give us hope, and lead
us in wisdom. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After
the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able.

 OFFERING PRAYER
A Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable
reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and
show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned forever at your right hand,
intercedes for us as our great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 10, ELW p. 207)
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
C Come, Holy Spirit.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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 LAMB OF GOD (ELW #199)
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert; adapt. Richard Proulx © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – Now the Silence (ELW #460)
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda. Music: Carl F. Schalk. Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 BLESSING
P God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW #538)
Text and Music: Anonymous, Central America. Tr. Gerhard M. Cartford © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
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 SERVING TODAY
Presiding Minister:
Music Director:
Altar:
Assisting Minister:
Lay Reader:
Usher:
Videographer:
Sunday School

The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal
John Zacharias
Kris Davies
Mel Hammer
Hattie Hammer
Steve Curry
Cheri Oertel

Copyright info
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2021 – 06/29/2022. All rights reserved.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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