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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed
in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God
from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is
made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.
C Amen.
P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.
C Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with
competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to
anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap
us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that
all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.
P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the
child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are
clothed in peace.
C Amen.

 GATHERING HYMN – Arise, Your Light Has Come! (ELW #314)
1

Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit's call obey;
show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.

2

2

Arise, your light has come!
Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive's liberty,
good tidings to the poor.

3

Arise, your light has come!
All you in sorrow born,
bind up the brokenhearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.

4

Arise, your light has come!
The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing,
God's pow'r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 31:7-14
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion
Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their
joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the
remnant of Israel." 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather
them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with
child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping
they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by
brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a
father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
7

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say,
"He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 11For
the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the
flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never
languish again.
10

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall
be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them
gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be
satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
13

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 147:12-20
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
13
For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
14
He grants peace within your borders;
he fills you with the finest of wheat.
15
He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
16
He gives snow like wool;
he scatters frost like ashes.
17
He hurls down hail like crumbs —
who can stand before his cold?
18
He sends out his word, and melts them;
he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
19
He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
20
He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his ordinances.
Praise the LORD!
12

 SECOND LESSON – Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth
are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have
been promised eternal salvation.
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
4

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
7

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW #290)
Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel.
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

 GOSPEL – John 1:1-18
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
1

5

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out,
"This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him
known.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
10

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Let All Together Praise Our God (ELW #287)
Verses 1-3, 5
1

Let all together praise our God
before the highest throne;
today God opens heav'n again
and sends the only Son,
and sends the only Son.

3

2

From God's right hand the Son
descends,
is born an infant small,
and lies in poverty, his bed
a manger in a stall,
a manger in a stall.

5

O tender Child, you veil in flesh
the splendor of your might;
a servant's garb now wraps the one
who clothed the sky with light,
who clothed the sky with light.
A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text and music: Nikolaus Herman. Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
A You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our
attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your
church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up
today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and
deepen our care for your natural world. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and
peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities
have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the
adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with
infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need, especially those we name
before you now, silently or aloud. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

7

A You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this
congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As
the seasons and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service. Lead us in your
grace until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

8

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW #190)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert; adapt. Richard Proulx © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – He Came Down (ELW #253)
1

He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

2

He came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

3

He came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

4

He came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

Text and music: Cameroon traditional.
Music arr.: John L. Bell © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 BLESSING
P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – The Bells of Christmas (ELW #298) verses 1-3, 5
Sung to the melody of “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” (ELW #818)
1

The bells of Christmas chime once more;
the heav'nly guest is at the door.
He comes to earthly dwellings still
with new year gifts of peace, good will.

10

2

This world, though wide and far outspread,
could scarcely find for you a bed.
Your cradle was a manger stall,
no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall.

3

Now let us go with quiet mind,
the swaddled babe with shepherds find,
to gaze on him who gladdens them,
the loveliest flow'r of Jesse's stem.
O patriarchs' Joy, O prophets' Song,
O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David's Son, great David's Lord.

5

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C Thanks be to God.
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