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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which
focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves
and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly
enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies
or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the
littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the
hungry are satisfied.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.
C Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
C God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense
at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus,
☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.
C Amen.

 GATHERING HYMN – I Love to Tell the Story (ELW #661)
1

I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story,
because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

2

Refrain
I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.
2

I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God's own holy word. Refrain

3

I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long. Refrain

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a
longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son
to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 2 Kings 4:42-44
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of
Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though
there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even
more to satisfy the need.
42

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God:
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the
people and let them eat." 43But his servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred
people?" So he repeated, "Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,
'They shall eat and have some left.'" 44He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,
according to the word of the LORD.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
3

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 145:10-18
10

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your faithful shall bless you.
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power,
12
to make known to all people your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
The LORD is faithful in all his words,
and gracious in all his deeds.
14
The LORD upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.
16
You open your hand,
satisfying the desire of every living thing.
17The LORD is just in all his ways,
and kind in all his doings.
18
The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

 SECOND LESSON – Ephesians 3:14-21
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human
knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened
and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.
14
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven
and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his
Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – John 6:1-21
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true
character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought
under human control.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was
doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his
disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and
saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread
for these people to eat?" 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going
to do. 7Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of
them to get a little." 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to
him, 9There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they
among so many people? 10Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great
deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated;
so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,
"Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost." 13So they gathered them
up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they
filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say,
"This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world."
15
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
16
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The
sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about
three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they
were terrified. 20But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." 21Then they wanted to take
him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were
going.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
5

 HYMN OF THE DAY – Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
(ACS #966)
1

Loaves were broken, words were spoken
by the Galilean shore.
Jesus, Bread of life from heaven,
was their food forevermore.

Refrain
By your body broken for us,
by your wine of life outpoured,
Jesus, feed again your people.
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.
2

Loaves were broken, words were spoken
in a quiet room one night.
In the bread and wine you gave them,
Christ, you came as Light from Light. Refrain

3

Loaves are broken, words are spoken,
as in faith we gather here.
Jesus speaks across the ages:
"I am with you; do not fear!" Refrain

4

By the loaves you break and give us,
send us in your name to share
bread for which the millions hunger,
words that tell your love and care. Refrain

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Rooted in Christ and grounded in the Spirit, we offer our prayers to God.
A brief silence.
A Caring for the church throughout the world, we pray for ecumenical cooperation
among the churches; for sustenance for assemblies that have been devastated by the
coronavirus; and for insight as congregations resume their local programing. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

6

A Thanking God for summertime in nature, we pray for fruitful fields and healthy
animals; for rain to nourish lands that face wildfires, drought, or excessive heat; and
for lakes, rivers, and oceans to be free from pollution. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Mindful of the family of nations, we pray for all who govern; for Afghanistan,
Ethiopia, South Africa, and other nations that are experiencing violence; for Germany
and other nations devastated by climate change; for an increase of justice in our
nation and around the world; and for the protection of the poor. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A On this Parents’ Day, we pray for all parents, that they find joy in life with their
children and resilience for their tasks. And on this commemoration of the apostle
James, we pray for those who in his memory go on religious pilgrimages, that they be
kept safe in their travels and be drawn ever closer to your heart. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Aware of all who suffer, we pray for a world still facing the coronavirus; for persons
without employment, or adequate housing, or wholesome meals, or available health
care, or the embrace of loved ones. We pray for the residents of Tokyo and for the
First Nations of Canada. We pray for all with hidden sorrows; for those who live in
fear; and for those we name here before you now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Confident of your love for each of us, we pray for ourselves, that we be strengthened
in our inner being, and that you receive our prayers. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A Grateful for the witness of all who died in the faith, especially James the apostle, we
pray that at the end we join with all the saints to share in your everlasting banquet.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
A We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

7

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW #484)
Refrain
You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.
1

As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord,
we follow and rejoice. Refrain
9

2

With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude
that you should count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav'nly food. Refrain

3

Is not the cup we bless and share
the blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
our oneness in the Lord? Refrain

4

The myst'ry of your presence, Lord,
no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain
comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain

5

You give yourself to us, O Lord;
then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name
in truth and charity. Refrain

Text: Omer Westendorf. Music: BICENTENNIAL, Robert E. Kreutz.
Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 BLESSING
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW #618)
1

Guide me ever, great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your pow'rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.

10

2

Open now the crystal fountain
where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,
shield me with your mighty arm,
shield me with your mighty arm.

3

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises,
I will raise forevermore,
I will raise forevermore.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
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