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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of
charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We
who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death
and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and
pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.
C Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
C God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense
at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus,
☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Word of God, Come Down on Earth
(ELW #510)
1

Word of God, come down on earth,
2
living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;
Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
2

Word eternal, throned on high,
Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav'n to die,
crucified for our salvation,
saving Word, the world restoring,
speak to us, your love outpouring.

3

Word that speaks God's tender love,
one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, S.J. © Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat
into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in
the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 2 Corinthians 4:13 - 5:1
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has
prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know
that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — "I
believed, and so I spoke" — we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that
the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you
into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature
is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but
at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is
eternal.
5:1
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
4:13

 GOSPEL – Mark 3:20-35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is
demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by
the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
20

and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 21When his family
heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, "He has gone out of his
mind." 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebul, and
by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons." 23And he called them to him, and spoke
to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will
not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot
stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.
28
Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is
guilty of an eternal sin" — 30for they had said, "He has an unclean spirit."
31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, "Your mother and
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you." 33And he replied, "Who are my
mother and my brothers?" 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, "Here are
my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – We Come to You for Healing, Lord
(ELW #617)
1

We come to you for healing, Lord,
of body, mind, and soul,
and pray that by your Spirit's touch
we may again be whole.

4

2

As once you walked through ancient streets
and reached toward those in pain,
come, risen Christ, among us still
with pow'r to heal again.

3

You touch us through physicians' skills,
through nurses' gifts of care,
and through the love of faithful friends
who lift our lives in prayer.

4

When nights are long with wakefulness,
through days when strength runs low,
grant us your gift of patience, Lord,
your calming peace to know.

5

We come to you, O loving Lord,
in our distress and pain,
in trust that through our nights and days
your grace will heal, sustain.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P During this season following Pentecost, let us pray to the triune God.
A brief silence.
P That all leaders of the church be strengthened for their ministries; that theologians
manifest the triune mystery for our time; and that all the baptized be renewed in faith.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That the earth’s mighty waters be cleansed; that cedars and oak trees be nurtured; and
that wildernesses be protected. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That the leaders of nations enact justice for all their people; that prejudice against
those of different nationality or color or language cease; and that democracy flourish
around the globe. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

5

P That all people shun the use of violence; and that, in remembrance of all the soldiers
and civilians who have died in warfare, humankind maintain peace between nations,
on our streets, and in our homes. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That the pandemic end; that vaccines be fairly distributed; that the suffering be
comforted; that those who are ill be made whole; and especially that you visit those
we name before you now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That summertime offer refreshment to everyone; that relatives and friends find joy
with one another; that travelers be kept safe; and that refugees receive refuge. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That each of us rest securely in divine love; and that our private prayers be heard.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In remembrance of all who have died in the faith, we join with Mary to sing a
magnificat of praise. That with all the saints, at the end of all things, we receive your
eternal life. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Into your endless love we commend all for whom we pray, trusting as did Jesus in
your grace and might, now and forever.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
6

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

7

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – Let Us Go Now to the Banquet (ELW #523)
Refrain
Let us go now to the banquet,
to the feast of the universe.
The table's set and a place is waiting;
come, ev'ryone, with your gifts to share.
1

I will rise in the early morning;
the community's waiting for me.
With a spring in my step I'm walking
with my friends and my family. Refrain

2

God invites all the poor and hungry
to the banquet of justice and good
where the harvest will not be hoarded
so that no one will lack for food. Refrain

8

3

May we build such a place among us
where all people are equal in love.
God has called us to work together
and to share ev'rything we have. Refrain

Text and music: Guillermo Cuéllar © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 BLESSING
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW #860)
1

I'm so glad Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

2

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

3

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

9
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