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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond,
before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this
is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an
everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and
God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.
C Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
C God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense
at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus,
☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Come, All You People (ELW #819)
1

Come, all you people, come and praise the Most High;
come, all you people, come and praise the Most High;
come, all you people, come and praise the Most High;
come now and worship the Lord.

2

Come, all you people, come and praise the Savior;
come, all you people, come and praise the Savior;
come, all you people, come and praise the Savior;
come now and worship the Lord.
2

3

Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit;
come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit;
come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit;
come now and worship the Lord.

Text and music: Alexander Gondo © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in
this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Romans 8:12-17
In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit
leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and joint heirs with Christ
the Son.
12

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh — 13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – John 3:1-17
Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being
born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
3

1

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God;
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus
answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus answered,
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water
and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do
not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 8The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 9Nicodemus said to
him, "How can these things be?" 10Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and
yet you do not understand these things?
11
Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Glory Be To God (p. 204, ELW)
1

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

2

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
4

3

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this Wednesday following Pentecost, we ask God to send the Holy Spirit on the
church, the earth, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P God of life, we pray for the church around the globe:
for the church in Africa, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in Asia, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in Australia and all the islands, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in Europe, we pray, Come, Holy Spirit!
for the church in North, and Central, and South America, we pray: Come, Holy
Spirit!
for our congregation, Our Redeemer, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
and for all who search for you, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!
Bless the lands, the seas, and all your creatures, too numerous to count. Send your
lively Spirit to renew the face of the whole earth. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Inspire the leaders of nations to strive for justice and equality for all. Bring peace to
Jerusalem, to Israel, and to Palestine. Provide a home for refugees. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Instill in our legislators and judges a passion for truth. Grant your Spirit to all who
make political decisions in our land, that they discern and walk the way of
righteousness. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Unite all peoples around the globe into one humankind of cooperation and care.
Teach us respect for those whose language or skin color or culture is different from
our own. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

5

P Bring an end to the pandemic. Restore those who have contracted the virus. Uphold
healthcare workers, and supply vaccines to all countries and peoples. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Visit all who are suffering, all who feel hopeless, and all who face death. Feed all
who hunger. Grant jobs to those who are unemployed. Send healing especially to
those we name here before you now, silently or aloud. . . .Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Breathe your life into each of us, and receive the cries of our own hearts. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive our praise for all the faithful who have gone before us, from the first
Pentecost, throughout Christian history, and up to this week. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P With confidence in your love and with trust in your mercy, glorious God, giver of
life, we offer these prayers through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

6

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

7

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – Father, We Thank You (ELW #478)
1

Father, we thank you that you planted
your holy name within our hearts.
Knowledge and faith and life immortal
Jesus your Son to us imparts.
Lord, you have made all for your pleasure,
and giv'n us food for all our days,
giving in Christ the bread eternal;
yours is the pow'r, yours be the praise.

8

2

Watch o'er your church, O Lord, in mercy,
save it from evil, guard it still;
perfect it in your love, unite it,
cleansed and conformed unto your will.
As grain, once scattered on the hillsides,
was in this broken bread made one,
so from all lands your church be gathered
into your kingdom by your Son.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; para. F. Bland Tucker, alt. © Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
Arrangement: © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 BLESSING
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – O Trinity, O Blessed Light (ELW #571)
Sung to the melody of “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
1

O Trinity, O blessed Light,
O Unity of sov'reign might:
as now the fi'ry sun departs,
shed holy light within our hearts.

2

To you our morning song of praise,
to you our evening prayer we raise;
to you in awe we bend the knee
from age to age, eternally.

3

All glory be to God above
and to the Son, the prince of love,
and to the Spirit, One in Three!
We praise you, blessed Trinity.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
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