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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s
mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and
tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that
we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in
worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from
death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of
cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy
and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
(ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
Text and music: Ken Medema © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth
to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to
proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Acts 2:1-21
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks
after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon
the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had
prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s
activity in multiple languages.
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
5
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and
Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of
power." 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this
mean?" 13But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."
14
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed,
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 16No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
1

3

'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky
mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of
the Lord's great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.'
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
17

 GOSPEL – John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the
Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify
because you have been with me from the beginning.
16:4b
"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you
going?' 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler
of this world has been condemned.
12
I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He
will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to
you.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
15:26

4

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
(ELW #800)
1

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,
and make me love you as I ought to love.

2

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no op'ning skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.

3

Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!

4

Teach me to love you as your angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame:
the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove,
my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this Wednesday before Pentecost, let us pray for all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P For the church we pray, O God: that you raise up the next generation of pastors,
deacons, and musicians to serve your people; that you protect believers wherever
danger threatens; and that you grant Christians a spirit of unity with all the baptized.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For the earth we pray: that you safeguard the trees and all streams of water; that you
preserve the ice at the north and south poles; and that you instruct us in repairing what
in your creation we have broken. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P For peace and justice, we pray: that leaders of nations act with integrity in their
decisions; that the poor be respected and supported; that prejudice against people of
different color or language or ethnicity be ended; and that our government use wisely
the tax money it gathers. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For families, we pray: that families under any stress be strengthened; that immigrant
families find acceptance in their new home; that people forced to live away from their
families be comforted; and that family members increase in forbearance with one
another. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all the sick and suffering, we pray: that you give medical care to all with COVID;
that you visit with compassion the people of India; that you sustain those with lifelong disability; and that you embrace those we name before you now, silently or
aloud. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all graduates, we pray, that opportunities for appropriate employment or further
education be open to them. For all who cannot benefit from such schooling,
especially for women where their education is forbidden, we pray, that you show
them a worthy way forward. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For ourselves we pray, that despite sorrow or setbacks, we yield the fruitfulness that
you intend from us; and that you receive the prayers of our hearts. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all who have died in the faith of Christ, we praise you. For Erik of Sweden and
for Queen Helena, we thank you. That at our end we join with all the saints in your
eternal presence. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In the joy of the resurrection, in hope for the gift of your Spirit, we raise these prayers
to you, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW #473)
Holy, holy, holy,
my heart, my heart adores you.
My heart is glad to say the words:
You are holy, God.
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 BLESSING
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
(ELW #517)
1

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to naught all he has done.

2

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally.

3

O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.

 DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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