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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that
gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the
sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one
another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from
death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of
cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy
and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – The Lord’s My Shepherd (ELW #778) 1, 2
1

The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want.
He makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

2

My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e'en for his own name's sake;
within the paths of righteousness,
e'en for his own name's sake.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh.
Music: James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide
us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole.
Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very
love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds.
In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our
lives for one another. 17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
18
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before
him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before
God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments
and do what pleases him.
23
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
16

 GOSPEL – John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd
who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death
for them.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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11

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received
this command from my Father."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – The Lord’s My Shepherd (ELW #778) Vs. 3-5
3

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

4

My table thou hast richly spread
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
My head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

5

Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,
and in God's house forevermore
my dwelling-place shall be;
and in God's house forevermore
my dwelling-place shall be.

4

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this fourth Sunday of Easter, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all in any
need.
A brief silence.
P God of goodness and mercy, we pray for the church: that bishops and pastors be
upheld in their tasks as shepherds of your flock; and that congregations persevere in
their ministries of nurture of the young and care for the aging. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for members of other world religions: that there be an end to interreligious
strife; that Sikhs be comforted in their sorrow; and that during Ramadan Muslims be
strengthened for lives of prayer and service. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the earth: that green pastures and clear waters be provided for herds and
flocks, those raised for human use and those living wild; and that farm fields be saved
from storm or drought. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the nations of the earth: that governments cease aggression against their
neighbors; that peace come to Afghanistan, Syria, and Myanmar; and that China,
Russia, and the United States coexist in concord with each other. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for justice in our land: that our criminal justice system continue to be
reformed; that ethnic and economic prejudices cease their holds on our people; and
that there be peace in our streets. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for those who are hungry: the unemployed, the underemployed, those living
in refugee camps or on our streets, the migrants seeking a better life; that they be fed.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for all who are sick or suffering: for those stricken with the coronavirus,
especially in India and Brazil; for the children who have known continual sorrow; and
for those we name here before you now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray finally for ourselves: that you will receive the petitions of our hearts. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
5

P We praise you for all the sheep of your fold, each lamb of your own flock. Especially
today we thank you for the evangelist Mark and for his gospel book of faith. Bring us
with all the saints to dwell in your house forever. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your neverending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153) See Next Page
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – Lord, Be Glorified (ELW #744)
1

In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in my life, Lord, be glorified today.

2

In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in our song, Lord, be glorified today.

3

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in your church, Lord, be glorified today.

4

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In your world, Lord, be glorified today.

Text and music: Bob Kilpatrick © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved

 BLESSING
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW #484)
Refrain
You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.
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1

As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord,
we follow and rejoice. Refrain

2

With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude
that you should count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav'nly food. Refrain

3

Is not the cup we bless and share
the blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
our oneness in the Lord? Refrain

4

The myst'ry of your presence, Lord,
no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain
comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain

5

You give yourself to us, O Lord;
then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name
in truth and charity. Refrain

Text: Omer Westendorf. Music: Robert E. Kreutz.
Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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