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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each
Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main
elements of our Sunday worship.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from
death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of
cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy
and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Come and Fill Our Hearts (ELW #528)
Sing three times
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!
Text: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier.
Text & music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to
be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Acts 3:12-19
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s
death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.
12

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this,
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him
walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith
that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17
And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out,
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Luke 24:36-48
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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36

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,
"Peace be with you." 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing
a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 40And when he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and
still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" 42They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
44
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled." 45Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of
these things.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – As We Gather at Your Table (ELW # 522)
1

As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2

Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.
4

3

Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this third Sunday of Easter, we pray for all in any need.
A brief silence.
P Holy and righteous God, for the church, we pray: for our own congregation, for the
churches of all our neighbors and around the globe, and especially for Christians in
Nigeria and wherever martyrdoms threaten. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For the earth we pray: for the well-being of terrains, plants, and animals wild and
tame, for the birds, especially songbirds whose numbers are decreasing, and for this
week’s Earth Day, that good will come from the worldwide observance. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For peace we pray: for the end of warfare, terrorism, and cruelty to the poor, for a
respectful treatment of refugees and all who are incarcerated, and especially for
Northern Ireland and other places of civil unrest. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For justice we pray: for the liberation of all who are oppressed, for an end to ethnic
and economic prejudice, and especially for all court cases in this and every land.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all who are sick and suffering, for those who have no access to the coronavirus
vaccines, for the children afflicted with the virus variants, for everyone who fears
receiving medical advice and assistance, for those who live with chronic pain, for
those whose pain is known only to you, and especially for those we name here before
you now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
5

P For ourselves, when we believe and when we doubt, and for our dear ones for whom
we pray: O God our Comforter, hold us close, and have mercy on us. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We remember before you all the witnesses of the resurrection, the saints of old, those
who have died by violence or by the coronavirus, and especially our relatives and
friends. O God our Resurrection, give us life now and forever, and have mercy on us.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers into your heart of mercy for the sake of the holy and righteous
one, Jesus Christ, our wondrous Redeemer.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153) See Next Page
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
7

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
 COMMUNION HYMN – Lord, Be Glorified (ELW #744)
1

In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in my life, Lord, be glorified today.

2

In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in our song, Lord, be glorified today.

3

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in your church, Lord, be glorified today.

4

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In your world, Lord, be glorified today.

Text and music: Bob Kilpatrick © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 BLESSING
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW #389)
1

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
8

2

Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

3

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

4

Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

5

Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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