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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of
Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the
disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for
a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened
individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from
death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of
cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy
and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Be Not Afraid (ELW #388)
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier.
Text & music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.
By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in
all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 John 1:1 – 2:2
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s
death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life — 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you
the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you what
we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things
so that our joy may be complete.
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and
in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
1
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 GOSPEL – John 20:19-31
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained."
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to
them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be
with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My
Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
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 HYMN OF THE DAY – O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing
(ELW # 386) Verses 4-8
4
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
That night the apostles met in fear;
among them came their master dear,
and said, "My peace be with you here."
Alleluia!
When Thomas first the tidings heard,
that they had seen the risen Lord,
he doubted the disciples' word.
Alleluia!

6

"My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
and look upon my hands, my feet;
not faithless, but believing be."
Alleluia!

7

No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
"You are my Lord and God!" he cried.
Alleluia!

8

How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,
for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this second Sunday of Easter, let us pray for all in any need.
A brief silence.
P O faithful God, grant the joy of your peace to our pastors, to all those who minister
among us, and to all the baptized, especially during times of hardship. Help us to
support one another’s churches, to cease rivalries, and to strengthen our ecumenical
contacts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

5

P Grant the beauty of your peace to all of nature, its springtime flowers, its wildlife, its
terrains. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and save lands that have been misused.
Inspire us to care for the whole of your creation. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Grant the power of your peace to the nations of the world. Halt all impulses toward
violence between nations, in our city streets, and inside our homes. Lead our
government into wise decisions concerning migrants, especially the youths. Bring an
end to ethnic prejudices in our land, and guide judges and juries to enact justice
throughout each court proceeding. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Grant the abundance of your peace to all agencies of care in church and government.
Show us the best ways to uphold and support those in need. Inspire children to share.
Open our hearts to a world so filled with suffering, and make us always more
generous with the gifts you have given us. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Grant the well-being of your peace to all who suffer. Visit all who are ill, especially
those suffering from Covid-19, those without access to the vaccines, and those with
strained medical resources. Comfort with your merciful presence those who are
distanced from family and friends and all who are lonely or distressed. Receive our
prayers especially for those we name before you now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Grant each of us the hope that comes with your peace. Comfort each of us in sorrow,
and receive our silent requests. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We praise you for embracing your people with the wounded arms of Christ, and we
bless you for all who died in the faith. At the end of all things, bring us with them into
your everlasting peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In praise for the new life you grant us in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting
in your never-ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
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 LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – We Walk by Faith (ELW #635)
1 We walk by faith and not by sight;
with gracious words draw near,
O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke:
"My peace be with you here."
2

We may not touch your hands and
side,
nor follow where you trod;
but in your promise we rejoice,
and cry, "My Lord and God!"

4

For you, O resurrected Lord,
are found in means divine:
beneath the water and the word,
beneath the bread and wine.

3

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
and may our faith abound
to call on you when you are near
and seek where you are found:

5

And when our life of faith is done,
in realms of clearer light
we may behold you as you are,
with full and endless sight.

Music: Marty Haugen © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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