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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight
we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his
commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his
disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another.
Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the
mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence,
we anticipate the coming days.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We begin in silence. Please stand as you are able when indicated.

P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other.
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving
the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and
with one another.
Silence for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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 HYMN – Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (ELW #708)
Refrain:
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbors we have from you.
1

Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them.
Refrain

3

These are the ones we will serve,
these are the ones we will love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.
Refrain

2

Neighbors are wealthy and poor,
varied in color and race,
neighbors are nearby and far away.
Refrain

4

Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet:
this is the way we will live with you.
Refrain

Text: Tom Colvin. Music: Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin.
Text and Music © 1969, 1989 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a
new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ
and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in
his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death
until he comes in the future.

3

23

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25In
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging
them to do the same for one other.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you
will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean,
though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said,
“Not all of you are clean.”
12
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that
you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know
these things, you are blessed if you do them.”
4

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at
once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I
said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
31b

 HOMILY
 HYMN – Now We Join in Celebration (ELW #462)
1

Now we join in celebration
at our Savior's invitation,
dressed no more in spirit somber,
clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence,
putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us,
with his very life to feed us.

2

Lord, as round this feast we gather,
fill our hearts with holy rapture!
For this bread and cup of blessing
are for us the sure possessing
of your loving deed on Calv'ry,
of your living self, our vict'ry,
pledge of your unfailing presence,
foretaste here of heav'nly gladness.

3

Lord, we share in this communion
as one fam'ly of God's children,
reconciled through you, our brother,
one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others,
serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy
till you come in final glory.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this Maundy Thursday, let us pray for the needs of the world.
A brief silence.
P Blessed are you, O God, for the church. Strengthen your people, gathered around the
globe on this holy day in homes, in churches, and outside under your sky. Bless the
church’s deacons and all congregational ministries. Give us hunger for your word and
joy in receiving it. Feed us at all our tables with your blessing. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Blessed are you for this good earth. Cleanse and protect the water you have given for
our drinking and our washing. Sustain crops and herds that provide our food; teach us
how to live so that there is enough for all. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Blessed are you for our nation. Lead us out of ancient patterns of prejudice. Protect
all people throughout the world who flee violence and oppression. Establish wise and
just leadership in every place and peace where there is violence and war. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Blessed are you for caring for the needy. Feed the hungry. Give jobs to the
unemployed. Embrace all who are isolated and lonely. Comfort those living with guilt
and those who mourn. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Blessed are you for accompanying the sick. Bring an end to this pandemic, and
restore healthy and hearty connections between persons. Empower medical personnel.
Receive our prayers especially for those we name before you now, silently or aloud:
. . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Blessed are you for serving us, we who are your servants. Receive now, we pray, our
silent petitions. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Blessed are you for generations of the faithful who have proclaimed our Lord’s death
and lived in service to others. Unite us with them in hope until we join with them at
your everlasting banquet. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the one who loves us to the end,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153) See next page
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

8

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN OF REFLECTION – Stay With Me (ELW #348)
Stay with me,
remain here with me,
watch and pray.
Watch and pray.
Text: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier.
Text & music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL (We leave in silence.)
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