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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the
promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s
gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look
to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross
becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for
hope when we are dying.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C Amen.
P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
C Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we
long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way
of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
P Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – O Lord, Hear My Prayer (ELW #751)
1

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
come and listen to me.

2

The Lord is my song,
the Lord is my praise:
all my hope comes from God.
The Lord is my song,
the Lord is my praise:
God, the wellspring of life.

Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt. Music: Jacques Berthier.
Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light,
that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Numbers 21:4-9
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes
them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze
serpent lifted up on a pole.
4

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against
Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is
no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food." 6Then the LORD sent
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites
died. 7The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the
LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us." So Moses
prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set
it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live." 9So Moses made a
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – John 3:14-21
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the
scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the
bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on
the cross.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
14

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned;
but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in
the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds
may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – God Loved the World (ELW #323)
1

God loved the world so that he gave
his only Son the lost to save,
that all who would in him believe
should everlasting life receive.

2

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
who was made flesh and suffered death;
all who confide in Christ alone
are built on this chief cornerstone.

3

If you are ill, if death draws near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus rescues us from death;
that is the firmest ground of faith.
4

4

Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
forgives all sins that you have done,
and justified by Jesus' blood,
your baptism grants the highest good.

5

All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this fourth Sunday in Lent, let us pray to our loving God for all the needs of the
world.
A brief silence.
P O God, preserve your church through good times and bad. Empower pastors,
missionaries, Young Adults in Global Mission, and all ministries of service for their
work throughout this pandemic. Bless Lutherans around the world, our ecumenical
partners, and everyone preparing for baptism at Easter. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Continue your creation of this good earth. Nourish seas and rivers, and give water to
thirsty lands. Nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures, and bless the fields
being prepared for the growing season. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In Brazil and wherever COVID-19 rages, send healing. In Myanmar and wherever
tyranny rules, restore human rights. In Nigeria and wherever there is domestic
terrorism, send concord. In Ethiopia and wherever there is bloodshed, bring peace. In
Yemen and wherever people starve, give food and water. In the United States and
wherever there is discrimination, inspire all residents to honor one another and to
strive for justice. Prosper the work of those who care for victims of violence, and
grant legislators wisdom in decision-making. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Give rest and welcome to migrants. Bring run-aways to places of safety. Protect all
who are incarcerated. Provide caring families to children who seek adoption. Give a
decent life to all who live on our streets. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P As you saved your people of old from snakebite, so now deliver all who suffer from
disaster, hunger, disease, and despair, and those we name here before you now,
silently or aloud . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Shine light into our darkness, make night into a blessing, and in mercy hear the
prayers of our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We praise you for all the saints who have lived and died in Christ, especially Patrick
and Joseph, and we remember before you all who have died from COVID-19. At the
end, bring us with them into life in your presence. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P To you, O God, our only God, we entrust all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ
our loving Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Lift High the Cross (ELW #660)
Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
1

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2

All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

3

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain

4

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin; rev. Michael R. Newbolt. Music: Sydney H. Nicholson.
Text and Music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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