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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain
in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal
promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of
the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C Amen.
P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
C Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we
long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way
of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
P Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C Amen.
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 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW #250)
1

Blessed be the God of Israel
who comes to set us free
and raises up new hope for us:
a Branch from David’s tree.
So have the prophets long declared
that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies
and all who wish us harm.

2

With promised mercy will God still
the covenant recall,
the oath once sworn to Abraham,
from foes to save us all;
that we might worship without fear
and offer lives of praise,
in holiness and righteousness
to serve God all our days.

3

My child, as prophet of the Lord
you will prepare the way,
to tell God’s people they are saved
from sin’s eternal sway.
Then shall God’s mercy from on high
shine forth and never cease
to drive away the gloom of death
and lead us into peace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., based on Luke 1:68-79. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Music: English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of
Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Word
 FIRST LESSON – Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no
child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise.
1

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him,
"I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous." 3Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, 4"As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you.
15
God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Mark 8:31-38
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the
first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the
way of the cross that Jesus will travel.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
31

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."
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34

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
(ELW #667) To the melody of “Praise God from Whom All Blessings
Flow”
1

"Take up your cross," the Savior said,
"if you would my disciple be;
forsake the past, and come this day,
and humbly follow after me."

2

Take up your cross; let not its weight
pervade your soul with vain alarm;
his strength shall bear your spirit up,
sustain your heart, and nerve your arm.

3

Take up your cross, nor heed the shame,
nor let your foolish heart rebel;
for you the Lord endured the cross
to save your soul from death and hell.

4

Take up your cross and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;
for those who humbly bear the cross
one day will wear the glorious crown.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this second Sunday in Lent, let us pray for the church and for all people in need.
A brief silence.
P God of mercy and might, bless your church throughout the world. Uphold those
believers who suffer for the sake of your gospel. Strengthen the faith of all the
baptized, and make your presence felt by those unable to assemble for worship. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P As this week we commemorate John and Charles Wesley, we ask you to bless the
Methodist churches around the globe. Unite them in the promises of baptism, and in
due time return us all to the joy of singing the hymns that Charles wrote. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bless the earth. Save the animals and their habitats from wild and uncontrolled
weather. Teach humanity to live respectful of nature and to join you in tending to
creation’s well-being. We ask you to smile also on Mars. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bless the nations of the world. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and
between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities
we cannot even imagine. Lead all people around the world to receive the COVID-19
vaccine with gratitude to you. Grant to our Congress the wisdom and the will to
improve the lives of all our residents. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bless all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. We beg that you bring an end to the
pandemic. Restore medical systems, and comfort all who are sick or dying. Lead us
out of the practices of discrimination. Bring vindication for victims of injustice and
relief to oppressed minorities. We remember before you now, silently or aloud. . .
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bless families: those in our community, those waiting at national borders, those
whose struggles are known only to you. Keep children safe; sustain expectant parents
and those facing infertility; protect women in childbirth. Accompany everyone who
lives alone. Equip the ministries and services of church and state that attend to
families in their needs. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Fill each one of us with hope, and receive our personal prayers. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Praises to you, O God, for centuries of saints whose faithfulness inspires our Lenten
journey. Bless those who mourn the half million dead of the virus. Be our way, our
truth, our life, and strengthen our faith in the gift of your final salvation. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O God, holy and mighty, holy and
immortal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land (ELW #333)
Refrain
Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a weary land, a weary land;
my Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a shelter in a time of storm.
1

No one can do like Jesus,
not a mumbling word he said;
he went walking down to Lazarus' grave,
and he raised him from the dead. Refrain

2

When Jesus was on earth,
the flesh was very weak;
he took a towel and girded himself
and he washed his disciples' feet. Refrain

3

Yonder comes my Savior,
him whom I love so well;
he has the palm of victory
and the keys of death and hell. Refrain

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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