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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the
death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five
covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which
to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with
the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with
us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole
world.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C Amen.
P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
C Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we
long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way
of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
P Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW #188)
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

2

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew
us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our
new life in Christ.
18

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you — not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan
so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, "You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
12
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels
waited on him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, 15and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent,
and believe in the good news."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 REFLECTION
 HYMN OF THE DAY – O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
(ELW #319) To the tune of Amazing Grace
1

O Lord, throughout these forty days
you prayed and kept the fast;
inspire repentance for our sin,
and free us from our past.

2

You strove with Satan, and you won;
your faithfulness endured;
lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust
in God's eternal word.

3

Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed
and fixed your mind above;
so teach us to deny ourselves
that we may know God's love.

4

Be with us through this season, Lord,
and all our earthly days,
that when the final Easter dawns,
we join in heaven's praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly for all in need.
A brief silence.
P Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church throughout the world,
that strengthened by the promises of baptism, we discern your way of truth and
justice, and reject the attractive lures of evil. Sustain those Christians who are beset
with temptations or hardship. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Remembering Deaconess Elizabeth Fedde, we pray for all deacons and deaconesses,
that they serve those in need with constancy and joy. Empower our congregation’s
ministries of care, and provide the funds needed for service. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Grateful for a plenteous creation, we pray that you preserve the wild beasts and keep
lands from being flooded by waters. Encourage the work of biologists,
conservationists, and science educators, that we all come to appreciate more about the
wonders that you create. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who govern in our nation
and around the world, that they strive for equality and concord in all things. Visit the
people of Myanmar and Sudan and stem the might of tyrants the world over. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are cold, for all the
homeless, for refugees awaiting assistance, and for all whose employment requires
them to endure brutal weather. Surround them with a community of concern. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, especially those we
name here before you now, silently or aloud: . . . We pray for all who have
contracted COVID-19, for those who are bowed down by trials of any kind, for those
who face natural disasters, for those whose suffering is known only to you. Comfort
those who feel desolate. Give health and wholeness to all who suffer. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us through each
wilderness that we must endure. Hear now the desires of our hearts. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We praise you for the Christians of time past, especially Polycarp and all the martyrs
who died in their witness to you. Give us the faith that at the end, your rainbow will
bring endless beauty to all things. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, p. 153)
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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 BLESSING
P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW #325)
1

I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

2

In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;
when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

3

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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