You are welcome here!
We are disciples of Jesus, growing
in Faith, Hope, and Love.
Address

4729 S. Carrier Parkway
Grand Prairie, TX 75052


Phone
972-642-5683


Website
www.OurRedeemerGP.org


Facebook
www.facebook.com/
OurRedeemerLutheranGP


Worship Times
Sunday 10:15 am
Wednesday 7:00 pm


Pastor
Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal

February 7, 2021
Fifth Sunday
after Epiphany

Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also strengthens
the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up
the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are
lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus,
we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy
is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
C Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for
all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you
know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living
out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Hear Our Prayer (ELW #178)
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.
Text and music: Paul Andress © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint.
Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made
known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people.
Hence the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but
the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid
on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I
have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then
is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so
as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.
19
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I
might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so
that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside
the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might
win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I
have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for
the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
16
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 GOSPEL – Mark 1:29-39
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression.
Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by
Jesus.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with
James and John. 30Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him
about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.
32
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the
demons to speak, because they knew him.
35
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found
him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you." 38He answered, "Let us go on to
the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I
came out to do." 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
29

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – There is a Balm in Gilead (ELW #614)
Refrain
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.
1

Sometimes I feel discouraged
and think my work's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again. Refrain
4

2

If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus
and say, "He died for all." Refrain

3

Don't ever be discouraged,
for Jesus is your friend;
and if you lack for knowledge
he'll ne'er refuse to lend. Refrain

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Trusting in God’s power to heal, let us offer our prayers for all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P We pray for the church’s many ministries of healing; for hospital, hospice, and
military chaplains; for those serving in prisons, camps, and institutions; and for
bishops and pastors facing illness of which we are unaware. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the health of the earth; for its myriad animals and their habitats; and for
all created life that has been harmed by human misuse. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the health of people around the globe, especially for the people of
Ethiopia and India; for international health organizations; for local and national
medical services; and for school officials and teachers facing the pandemic. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for wholeness in our nation; for the safety of our nation’s elected leaders; for
an end to domestic violence; for an end to prejudice; and for an end to civic terrorism.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for a halt to the pandemic; for all who have contracted Covid-19; for health
workers; for the prompt distribution of vaccines; and for all who today will die from
the virus. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for all who are sick and suffering; for those with chronic pain; for those
experiencing despair; for infants born impaired and for the aged in decline; and
especially for those we name before you now, silently or aloud. . . Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray finally for ourselves; for steady trust in your power; and for health in our
weakness. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We praise you for the faithful departed and for their lives of service to others; and we
pray that despite sickness and death, at our end we join with them to find our
wholeness in you. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW #190) On Next Page
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – On Eagle’s Wings (ELW #787)
1

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
who abide in this shadow for life,
say to the Lord: "My refuge,
my rock in whom I trust!"

Refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand.
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2

3

4

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear;
under God's wings your refuge,
with faithfulness your shield. Refrain
You need not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you,
near you it shall not come. Refrain
For to the angels God's given a command
to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Final refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand;
and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.
Text and Music: Michael Joncas © 1979 OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
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