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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God;
in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are
ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We
encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails
over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose
mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
C Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living
out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
(ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
Text & music: Ken Medema © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is
broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for
the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses
assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will
proclaim the divine word.
15

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice of the LORD
my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die." 17Then the LORD replied
to me: "They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you
from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall
speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that
the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet
who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that
I have not commanded the prophet to speak — that prophet shall die."
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Mark 1:21-28
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave
and people are amazed at his authority.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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21

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and
taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, 24and he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God." 25But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on
asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28At once his fame began to spread throughout
the surrounding region of Galilee.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW #612)
Refrain
Healer of our ev'ry ill,
light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.
1

You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain

2

In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

3

Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

4

You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

Text & music: Marty Haugen © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Let us offer to God both our praises and our petitions for all in need.
A brief silence.
P Faithful God, we praise you for sustaining the church during this difficult time. We
pray that you give to all preachers and teachers the power of your prophetic Spirit,
that their words will proclaim the comfort and challenge of Christ. Lead to yourself
all those who have become captive to false prophets and empty promises; free them
and embrace them in your mercy. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bountiful God, we praise you for continuously creating the earth and nourishing its
creatures. We pray that you restore lands and waters that have been harmed by human
misuse. Raise up advocates for an ecological way of life, and guide us toward an
appropriate use of government in preserving the earth’s natural resources. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Ruling God, we praise you for an inauguration and the days following that were free
from violence and marked by hope. We pray that you to give wisdom to our elected
and appointed officials, to political parties, and to grassroots organizers, that in all
things they endeavor to serve the common good. Guide our nation out of the ways of
prejudice and into equality and justice for all. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Compassionate God, we praise you for each day of health and well-being, and we
pray for all who are sick or suffering. Comfort those with mental illness or emotional
distress, those institutionalized, or living on the streets, or residing in our homes. We
praise you for the development of COVID-19 vaccines, and we pray for their fair and
prompt distribution. Increase in our land a commitment to limit contagion to others.
Visit all who have contracted the coronavirus and all who are experiencing the longterm effects of COVID-19. Strengthen medical workers and home health aides.
Receive our prayers for those we name before you, silently or aloud: . . . Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Reconciling God, we praise you for your Spirit of wisdom and concord. We pray for
all who make ethical decisions, whether in homes, in churches, or in societies. Keep
families from quarreling over which foods to eat. Instruct us when to preserve the
past and when to institute change, when to maintain our own preferences and when to
yield to others. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Gracious God, we give you praise for your continuous untold blessings, and we offer
you now the petitions of our own hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Eternal God, we praise you for your servants of time past whose words and actions
have inspired our lives. We mourn those who have died of Covid-19. Unite us with
all our beloved dead now through our memories and at the end of time in your
presence. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
loving care, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
(ELW #774)
1

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain
Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
leaning on the everlasting arms.
2

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

3

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

Copyright info
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2020 – 06/29/2021. All rights reserved.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

7

