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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show
us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins
proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist
is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see
at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything
they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose
mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
C Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living
out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Come and Fill Our Hearts (ELW #528)
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
Alleluia!
Text: Taizé Community.
Music: Jacques Berthier. Text & music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question
“On whom should God have mercy?”
1

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2Get up, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you. 3So Jonah set out and went
to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large
city, a three days' walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And
he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" 5And the people of
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Mark 1:14-20
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this
will respond with repentance and faith.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, 15and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent,
and believe in the good news."
3

16

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting
a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I
will make you fish for people." 18And immediately they left their nets and followed
him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who
were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
(ELW #817)
1

You have come down to the lakeshore
seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,
but only asking for me to follow.

Refrain
Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes;
kindly smiling, you've called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
now with you, I will seek other seas.
2

You know full well what I have, Lord:
neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,
just these my fish nets and will for working. Refrain

3

You need my hands, my exhaustion,
working love for the rest of the weary-a love that's willing to go on loving. Refrain

4

You who have fished other waters;
you, the longing of souls that are yearning:
O loving Friend, you have come to call me. Refrain

Text & music: Cesáreo Gabaráin © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Responding together to Christ’s call, let us offer our prayers for all in need.
A brief silence.
P We pray for the church, especially our bishops, pastors, deacons, musicians, and
servers, that God’s Spirit empower all the baptized with wisdom to follow Christ’s
call. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for Sunday schools and for all parish education, for teachers and
participants, young and old, that God form the faithful even when classes cannot
regularly meet in person. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the earth, its seas, lakes, and rivers, for their myriad creatures, and for
those whose livelihood depends upon them, that God raise up advocates and scientists
to guide an ecological care for creation. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the nations, for our elected and appointed leaders, for racial concord in
our cities, and for those who have been considered our enemies, that God lead the
world into commonwealths of justice and peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for those who are charged with maintaining an ordered society, for state and
local law enforcement, and for the military, that God guide the powerful to serve the
common good. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for relief from COVID-19, for the fearful, the sick, and the dying, for
medical workers, for all who await the vaccine, for the unemployed and the
quarantined, that God uphold the world’s people through this time of affliction. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for all who are sick, distressed, or grieving, especially those we name before
you now, silently or aloud . . . , that God sustain and comfort those who suffer. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray finally for ourselves, that as we pour out our hearts to God, our faith in
divine mercy be renewed. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
5

P We join in thanksgiving for all your people from ancient times until today who have
lived and died in faith, and we pray that at our end God unite us with them in
everlasting peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Merciful God, receive the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult (ELW #696)
1

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult
of our life's wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying, "Christian, follow me":

4

In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
"Christian, love me more than these."

2

As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for Jesus' sake.

5

Jesus calls us! By your mercy,
Savior, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,
serve and love you best of all.

3

Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world's golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying, "Christian, love me more."

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
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