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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting
us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and
peace.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose
mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
C Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living
out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
C Amen.
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 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Baptized in Water (ELW #456)
1

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.

2

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our king:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.

3

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praise we sing.

Text: Michael Saward © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Music: Gaelic tune; Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over
the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Word
 FIRST LESSON – Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
1

 GOSPEL – Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit."
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, "You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
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 HYMN OF THE DAY – Baptized and Set Free (ELW #453)
1

We are people created,
chosen by God.
Then we're washed, ever gently,
in mercy and love.
Sin has power no more.
Jesus opened the door
to a fountain bringing healing,
and wholeness and more.

3

We are nourished by water,
all living things,
and by life that the Spirit
abundantly brings.
As we journey toward home,
may your presence be known:
precious river, ever-flowing,
now carry us home.

2

We are fed and we're nourished,
filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and
again we are blessed.
For whatever the need,
God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper
than all of our need.

4

Now with praise and thanksgiving,
we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather
to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free!
From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water,
baptized and set free!

Text and Music: Cathy Skogen-Soldner © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, let us offer our prayers for all in need.
A brief silence.
P For the worldwide church; for those who minister in the church; for all who will be
baptized this year; and for their godparents and sponsors: that the Holy Spirit will
empower all the faithful for lives of service. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells that provide
drinking water; and for the water that is piped into our homes: that God provide clean
and nourishing water for all living things. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For the nations of the world and their leaders; for international efforts to prevent war
and reduce violence; for the armed forces; for police officers; and for peacemakers:
that God inspire all people to work for the harmonious well-being of others. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
5

P For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting their
children in home schooling; and for young people who are finding a way toward
graduation: that as the academic year resumes, God give resilience to everyone in the
search for education. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering with
COVID-19; for medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, imprisoned
or lonely; and especially for those we name before you now, silently or aloud . . .: that
God grant health and wholeness to a world so filled with pain. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For ourselves: that we rejoice in our adoption as members of God’s family, and that
now in this silence we bring to God our heart’s requests. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In gratitude for our beloved dead, we offer our praise for all the baptized who have
accompanied us and supported us and taught us throughout our days; that at our end
we join with them in everlasting joy. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are our
beloved Savior, you are the descending Dove. We give you thanks for all your
goodness and tender mercies, and we ask you to accept our prayers for the sake of
your mercy, today and forever.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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 BLESSING
P God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
(ELW #304)
1

Christ, when for us you were baptized,
God's Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove, and yet
as urgent as a flame,
as urgent as a flame.

3

Straightway and steadfast until death
you then obeyed the call
to serve with free and willing heart,
to give your life for all,
to give your life for all.

2

God called you, "My beloved Son";
you are God's servant true,
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n,
God's holy will to do,
God's holy will to do.

4

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;
your cross on us be signed,
that likewise in God's service we
may perfect freedom find,
may perfect freedom find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
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