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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that
nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context
for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the
promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be
heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!”
We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of
justice and peace.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.
P Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Loving and forgiving God,
C we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have
gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our
neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us
up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven,
and you are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable
realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s
peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Prepare the Way of the Lord (Sing 3x)
Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see the salvation of our God.
Text: Isaiah 40:3; 52:10. Music: Jacques Berthier and the Community of Taizé.
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 40:1-11
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in
Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the
sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of
God.
1

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the
LORD's hand double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the
mouth of the LORD has spoken."
6
A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their
constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the
breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, "Here is your God!" 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like
a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently
lead the mother sheep.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'"
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
(ELW # 249)
1

2

3

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!
Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.
We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow'rs that wither and decay.

4

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.

5

All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this second Sunday of Advent, let us pray for this weary world.
A brief silence.
P Come to the church, O faithful God. Assist our Bishop, our Pastor, and all who
minister in the church. Show us what is your way and where are your paths, and
awaken all the baptized to the guidance of your Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to the Jewish people, O covenant God, at this their festival of Hanukkah. End
the world’s anti-Semitism, and bring peace to Jerusalem. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to the earth, O creating God. As the seasons change, protect all that lives.
Mend the wounds of environmental damage, and restore balance to ecosystems. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to the nations, O sovereign God. Inspire governmental officials to strive for
peace within their land and between countries. Remember the people of Afghanistan
and Ethiopia. Guide the nations towards cooperative efforts when facing global
issues. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to our country, O righteous God. Teach us how to end discrimination and to
value diversity. Bring political parties into helpful conversation with each other.
Assist the unemployed, and uphold people with physical and intellectual disabilities.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to all who are facing the coronavirus, O compassionate God. Protect the
vulnerable. Heal the sick. Embrace the dying. Sustain medical workers. Prepare a
vaccine. End this scourge. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to all who suffer, O merciful God. Empower us to feed the hungry in our nation
and around the world. Gather into your healing embrace those who are afraid, lonely,
sick, or struggling with depression. We pray especially for those we name before you
now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P Come, O tender-hearted God, to each one of us, and receive our silent prayers. . . .
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to us, O eternal God, as you came to the saints. We remember especially St.
Nicholas in his care for children, and those we name before you now: . . . Bring us
with them through our wilderness into the fulfillment of your promises. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW 190) On Next Page
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW #264)
1

Prepare the royal highway;
the King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley
a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory,
foretold in sacred story:

Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord,
for he fulfills God's word!
2

God's people, see him coming:
your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God's promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you!
Refrain

3

Then fling the gates wide open
to greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev'ry nation
its tribute too may bring.
All lands will bow before him;
their voices join your singing:
Refrain

4

His is no earthly kingdom;
it comes from heav'n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
and justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
for kindness so abounding:
Refrain

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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