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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In
the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor,
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the
lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the
reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things
yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may
be known in our loving words and deeds.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
(ELW #693)
1

Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

3

For the Lord our God shall come
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day
all offenses purge away;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his garner evermore.

2

All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

4

Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Word
 FIRST LESSON – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will
assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherdmessiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.
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For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated:
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
31

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and
4

he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or
naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41Then he will say to
those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44Then
they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 45Then he will answer them,
'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.' 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW #764)
1

Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

3

Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!

2

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

4

Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, sts. 2-4. Music:Heinz Werner Zimmermann.
Text and Music © 1974 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this the last Sunday of the church year, let us pray to see God’s reign in the
church, in the world, and with all in need.
A brief silence.
P Great God, we praise you for sustaining the church through another year of grace.
Continue to shepherd your people with your tender care. Sustain the social ministries
of the body of Christ, and increase ecumenical sharing of opportunities for ministry.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Sustain the world that you have made, the heights of the hills, the seas and the dry
land. Guard the animals during the winter months, and direct our use of creation to
provide for the needs of all. Be a source of strength and refuge for all weathering
severe storms. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bring peace to every place where conflict rages, that your reign may be honored
throughout the world. Be with the people of Armenia, Ethiopia, and Hong Kong.
Bless the work of the United Nations and of agencies that promote the wellbeing of
all peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Bring a peaceful conclusion to the American national elections. Bless all the newly
elected officials with a love of concord and a desire for justice. Turn us away from
historic prejudices, and show us your image in each of our neighbors. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Visit American homes on Thanksgiving Day. When we are separated from loved
ones, embrace us with your care. Keep gatherings safe. Even in our reduced
celebrations, give us voices to offer thanks to you for your perpetual blessings. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We beg you to end the earth’s pandemic. Bring healing to the millions who are
suffering from the coronavirus – any who are sick, dying, despairing, isolated,
unemployed, and all exhausted medical workers. Guide researchers in developing a
vaccine. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Show your loving power to all who are in need. Equip us to feed the hungry, to
provide clean water for the thirsty, to welcome the stranger, to clothe the naked, to
care for the sick, to visit the prisoners. We pray especially for those we name before
you now, silently or aloud . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We appeal to you, Sovereign God, we who are like both the sheep and the goats, and
we ask that in compassion you will hear the prayers of our own hearts. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We praise you for all the saints who have died in the faith, especially this week for
the hymnwriter Isaac Watts, who gave us words to praise the reign of Christ. At the
end of all things, bring us together with all the saints into your kingdom of joy. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive our prayers, O triune God: Father of glory, Lord Jesus Christ, and Spirit of
wisdom, now and forever.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – O Savior, Precious Savior (ELW #820)
1

O Savior, precious Savior,
whom yet unseen we love;
O name of might and favor,
all other names above:
we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;
we praise thee and confess thee,
our holy Lord and King.

3

In thee all fullness dwelleth,
all grace and pow'r divine;
the glory that excelleth,
O Son of God, is thine.
We worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;
we praise thee and confess thee,
our glorious Lord and King.

2

O bringer of salvation,
who wondrously hast wrought,
thyself the revelation
of love beyond our thought:
we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;
we praise thee and confess thee,
our gracious Lord and King.

4

Oh, grant the consummation
of this our song above,
in endless adoration
and everlasting love;
then shall we praise and bless thee
where perfect praises ring,
and evermore confess thee,
our Savior and our King!

 DISMISSAL
P Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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