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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Paul says it will come like a thief
in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents,
calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In
a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water,
bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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 HYMN OF REFLECTION – We Praise You, O God (ELW #870)
1

We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator;
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.

2

We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers;
through trial and tempest our guide you have been.
When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us,
and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

3

With voices united our praises we offer
and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.
To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise!

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and
wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully
in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like
a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or
3

of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; 7for those who sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we
are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts
that God has provided them.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
14

For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the
one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19After a
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 21His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
22
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' 23His master said to him, 'Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24Then the one who had
received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'
26
But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
4

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.'
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
(ELW # 674)
1

Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
2

Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain

3

Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain

Text: Fred Kaan. Music: Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter.
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, let us pray to see God’s power in the
church and in the world.
A brief silence.
P We pray, O God, for the church in our community and throughout the world. Raise up
and sustain believers who will use their talents to assist with worship and to lead
congregational ministries in this difficult time. Grant us an extra measure of the Spirit
and protect us with the armor of your Word. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For the earth we pray. During this autumn season, give to plants and wild animals a
time of rest. Keep the coronavirus and other pathogens away from the animals that we
farm. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all the nations we pray. Bring an end to war and terrorism. Cultivate a worldwide
spirit of cooperation that will seek just international agreements and shared human
rights. Rescue humankind from the worship of wealth, and give a homeland to
migrants. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For the United States we pray. Quell attempts at violence, and restore national good
will. End prejudice of all kinds, and lead us into a unity that embraces diversity.
Comfort those who live in fear of the future. Bless all newly elected officials,
especially President-elect Biden, with a passion for justice and a commitment to
honesty. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for all who are in need. Visit with health and good medical care all the sick,
especially the thousands who each day are contracting the coronavirus. Prepare a
vaccine to save our world from COVID-19. Give food, employment, and housing to
the countless who are struggling to live. We pray especially for those we name before
you now, silently or aloud. . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For many of us, what the ancient prophet said is now true: these are days of distress
and anguish. We beg you to listen to the prayers of our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P We remember before you all the saints who have lived and died in the faith,
especially Elizabeth of Hungary in her ministry to the sick, and those we name here
now. . . . At the end of time, bring us all into your peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, and in your gracious mercy grant your strength to our
neediness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW #190) See next page
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Calm to the Waves (ELW #794) Sing twice
Calm to the waves. Calm to the wind. Jesus whispers, “Peace, be still.”
Balm to our hearts. Fears at an end. In stillness, hear his voice.
Text: Mary Louise Bringle © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Music: Thomas Pavlechko © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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