You are welcome here!
We are disciples of Jesus, growing
in Faith, Hope, and Love.
Address

4729 S. Carrier Parkway
Grand Prairie, TX 75052


Phone
972-642-5683


Website
www.OurRedeemerGP.org


Facebook
www.facebook.com/
OurRedeemerLutheranGP


Worship Times
Sunday 10:15 am
Wednesday 7:00 pm


Pastor
Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal

November 8, 2020
Twenty-third Sunday
after Pentecost

Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Jesus tells the parable
of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place,
we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the
marriage feast of the lamb.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Wait for the Lord (ELW #262)
Sing three times
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
Text: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier.
Text and Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great
victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy
is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the
community.
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went
into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the
day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21I hate, I
despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though
you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the
offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me
the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let justice roll
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
18

 GOSPEL – Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at
all times.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But

at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.' 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the
wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9But the wise replied, 'No!
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy
some for yourselves.' 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12But he replied, 'Truly I
tell you, I do not know you.' 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor
the hour.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – To the tune of “Crown Him With Many
Crowns” (ELW # 855)
1

2

3

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.
Let justice flow like streams of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing, sure.
Let righteousness roll on as others’ cares we heed,
an ever-flowing stream of faith translated into deed.
God, bless us by your grace; remind us of your care.
Renewing Spirit, fill us now, inspire our work, our prayer.
Remember and rejoice, renewed by floods of grace.
We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, that time cannot erase.

Verse 2 text: Jane Parker Huber © 1984 admin. Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved.
Verse 3 text: Ruth Duck © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Text reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for God’s power to come upon
the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
P Holy God, rouse us to prayer and praise, both when we gather for worship and when
we cannot. Sustain all those who help us to worship at this time. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Holy Creator, delight us with the autumn beauty of your earth. At this change of
seasons, give the animals what they need for survival. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Holy Peacemaker, give peace to our conflicted nation. Quell all attempts at violence
and halt the desire for retribution. Cure our nation from prejudice of every kind.
Teach us how to abide together as one diverse people. Restore families and
friendships torn apart by political differences. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Holy Sovereign, grant that all newly elected officials of government will work
faithfully for the common good. Give them wisdom, honesty, and humility. Illumine
their convictions with a spirit of cooperation. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Holy Protector, bless the observance of Veterans Day. Bring armistice to areas of
conflict and keep safe the military who serve in harm’s way. Give to all the armed
forces a dedication to defend the common good. Heal the wounds, both physical and
emotional, experienced by active and retired service members. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Holy Healer, bring health and wholeness to those who are sick, those who live with
chronic pain, and the thousands who daily contract COVID-19. Console those who
feel lonely or abandoned. Protect those living in resettlement camps. Uphold medical
care workers, especially in third-world countries. We pray especially for those we
name here before you now, silently or aloud. . . Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Holy Beloved, form us into a people close to your heart, and receive now our silent
petitions… Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Holy and immortal One, we remember before you all who have died in the faith,
especially the military and the civilians who died in armed conflicts, and those we
name before you here…. At the end, bring us with them to be with our Lord forever.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers for the sake of him who lived, died, and rose for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW - 190) (See next page)
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Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – This Little Light of Mine (ELW #677)
1

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual.
Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer. © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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