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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. Paul reminds us that love
is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Hear Our Prayer (ELW #178)
Sing three times
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of peace, in this place, hear now our prayer.
Words & Music: Paul Andress, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Romans 13:8-14
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the
law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in
light of the future God has in store for us.
8
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against
another.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such
a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
15

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW # 631)
1

2

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev’ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Drawn together by the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
A brief silence.
P Unite your church, O God. Give to all the baptized the gifts of repentance and
reconciliation. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships and interracial cooperation among
the churches. Guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World
Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways to live that do not harm what you have
entrusted to our care. Give to the animals the habitat they need for life. Renew and
enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your
mercy,
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C Hear our prayer.
P Bless the nations, O God. Frustrate the designs of dictators. Give to the military a
clear and moral purpose. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward
the well-being of all. Infuse the coming election season with honesty and integrity.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Sustain us in our work, O God, and give employment to those who need it. Shape
societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in
and through our work. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Guide our civil discourse, O God. Alert us to social evils and show our nation how to
end the patterns of racial injustice. Accompany all are endeavoring to bring about a
renewed society. Curb the violence in our cities. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Tend to all in need, O God. Assist all friends and family members who are seeking
restored relationships. Give community to the lonely and welcome to the outcast.
Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit, especially those we name here
before you now, silently or aloud…. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive once again, O God, our plea for the end of the coronavirus. Comfort those
afflicted with COVID-19 and uphold our medical workers. Give youth a sense of
responsibility for others and provide the world a vaccine. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Hear each one of us, O God, as we pray now for ourselves. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them,
equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, ELW p. 207)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING

P Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – I Come with Joy (ELW #482)
1

2

3

4
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I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.
I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread,
in Christ’s communion bread.
As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.
The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near,
is in such friendship better known, alive among us here,
alive among us here.
Together met, together bound by all that God has done,
we’ll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one,
the love that makes us one.

Words: Brian A. Wren, © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C Thanks be to God.
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