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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God
will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an
outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus
commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the
margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
(ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Words & Music: Ken Medema,© 1973, Hope Publishing Co., All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to
save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not
race, nationality, or any other category.
1
Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will
come, and my deliverance be revealed.
6
And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the
name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane
it, and hold fast my covenant — 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on
my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the
Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those
already gathered.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman
considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." 23But he did not answer her
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us." 24He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel." 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 26He answered, "It
is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." 27She said, "Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28Then Jesus answered
her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter
was healed instantly.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
21

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
(ELW # 634)
1

3

5

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him, you heirs of David’s line, whom David Lord did call –
the God incarnate, man divine – and crown him Lord of all.
The God incarnate, man divine – and crown him Lord of all.
Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Confident of your care and upheld by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P We pray for the Christian church around the world: for humility where the church is
dominant, for courage where it is oppressed, and for faithfulness when it cannot
assemble for worship. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for your bountiful earth: for cleaner air, for the fields on which our food
grows, for the renewal of lands and waters that have suffered from disregard. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for the nations of the earth: for the peaceful resolution of disputes around the
world, for just policies that care for the poor, and for the upcoming political
conventions in our land. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for all in need of healing: for the residents of Beirut and other distressed
cities, for those suffering from hurricane damage, for those sick and dying of
COVID-19, for the unemployed, for people without medical care, for medical
workers and researchers, for the outcasts of our society, and especially for those we
name before you now, silently or aloud… Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for a spirit of respect for the world’s religions, for wisdom concerning the
many houses of prayer, and for guidance where religion serves as an arm of the
government. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray for schools around the globe, for educators who must plan for the fall, and
for children without the resources to access remote learning. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We pray, finally, for ourselves, for whenever we feel tormented by demons, and for
all our family and friends. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P We mourn the deaths of those we love, and we praise you for the lives of all your
faithful people. At the end, gather us all into the joy of your presence. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers
to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, ELW p. 207)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
7

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you
and keep you in eternal love.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW #733)
1

2

3

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Refrain

Words: Thomas O. Chisholm. Music: William M. Runyan.
Words & Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.
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