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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from
the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
(ELW #752)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying, Ken Medema
© 1973, Hope Publishing Co., All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that
we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us
unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.
12
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh — 13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.
18
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We
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know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment
will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?' 28He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to
him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 29But he replied, 'No; for in gathering
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together
until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"
36
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 37He answered, "The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
24
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 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
(ELW # 807)
1

2

3

Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove.
Here I raise my Ebenezer: “Hither by thy help I’ve come”;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.
Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be;
let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand’ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together
in the power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are
in need.
A brief silence.
P God of the church, we praise you for sowing the good seed of the gospel throughout
the world, and we mourn that at this time many Christians cannot assemble to nurture
one another for growth in the faith. Tend your people; support bishops, pastors,
deacons, and lay leaders; give us strength through your word. Lead seminaries to plan
appropriately for the fall semester. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P God of the earth, we praise you for a wondrous creation, and we mourn that many
lands and seas are groaning for rebirth. Nurture our green spaces and national parks;
send rain where there is drought; protect engendered animals from poachers. Show us
how to care for your earth and its creatures. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P God of the nations, we praise you for the good that has been given us in this country,
and we mourn that many people here are poor and dispossessed, that we have allowed
racism to distort our society, that violence breaks out in our land. Lead us to form
communities in which all people are equal and where disputes are settled without
violence. Save us from preserving a past that has been harmful to many. Bring an end
to warfare around the world, and mend the torn fabric of humankind with your truth
and mercy. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P

God of humankind, we praise you for wherever health and happiness prevail, and we
mourn that many people suffer. Each day thousands more contract the virus; renters
are facing eviction; medical workers are exhausted; some of the sick have no access
to health care; countless people are broken by sorrows. Open our hearts to your children who suffer in any way, and show us how to serve them. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P God of the seasons, we praise you for summertime, and we mourn that this year many
hopes and expectations are denied. Give relief to those who suffer from the heat.
Protect travelers from infection. Guard our children. Give rest to those with no
vacation time, hope to those who are unemployed, and patience to all who must
endure this difficult time. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P God, you are Abba, our loving Father. You are our Sovereign of our lives, our
Redeemer, the Rock on which we build. Hear us as we offer the petitions of our
hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P God of eternity, we praise you for all who have died in the faith, especially this week
the apostles Mary Magdalene and James. We mourn our own beloved dead. At the
end, bring us all into the shining light of your presence. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, ELW p. 207)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you
and keep you in eternal love.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW #550)
1

2

3

On what has now been sown your blessing Lord, bestow;
the pow’r is yours alone to make it sprout and grow.
O, Lord, in grace the harvest raise, and yours alone shall be the praise!
To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow’rs;
accept what is your own and pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive and to your word a blessing give.
Oh, grant that each of us, now met before you here,
may meet together thus when you and yours appear,
and follow you to heav’n, our home. E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.
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