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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his
words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each
hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death,
God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled
with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Be Not Afraid (ELW #388)
Sing three times
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 20:7-13
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his
enemies and commits his life into God’s hands.
7
O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you
have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For
whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, "Violence and destruction!" For the word
of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9If I say, "I will
not mention him, or speak any more in his name," then within me there is something like
a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10For I
hear many whispering: "Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" All
my close friends are watching for me to stumble. "Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can
prevail against him, and take our revenge on him." 11But the LORD is with me like a
dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They
will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be
forgotten. 12O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let
me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 13Sing to the
LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of
evildoers.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – Matthew 10:24-39
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition.
However, he assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is
found in Christ.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26So
have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and
what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
29
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart
from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid;
you are of more value than many sparrows.
32
Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before
my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my
Father in heaven.
34
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring
peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and one's foes will
be members of one's own household.
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
24

 SERMON

 HYMN OF THE DAY – If God My Lord Be for Me (ELW # 788)
Sung to the melody of “The Church’s One Foundation”
1 If God my Lord be for me, I may a host defy;
for when I pray, before me my foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my head and master, befriend me from above,
what foe or what disaster can drive me from his love?
2 I build on this foundation, that Jesus and his blood
alone are my salvation, the true, eternal good.
Without him all that pleases will vain and empty prove.
The gifts I have from Jesus alone are worth my love.
3 Christ Jesus is my splendor, my sun, my light, alone;
were he not my defender before the judgement throne,
I never should find favor and mercy in God’s sight,
but be destroyed forever as darkness by the light.
4 Yet we on earth have union with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heavenly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our needy
world.
A brief silence.
P O God, Father in heaven, hold your church in your loving arms. Protect believers who
face persecution for your sake. Bless the work of evangelists and teachers as they
translate their faith into other languages. Strengthen our pastors, deacons, and church
councils for their ministry during these troubling times. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God our provider, here in the north the summer solstice reminds us of your care for
the whole creation. Renew the places where our land, air, and waterways have been
harmed. Feed all your creatures, both the animals and the humans, with the
sustenance they need for life. Guide us to sources of energy that do not destroy the
earth you have created. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P O God our ruler, inspire our president, our governors and our legislators to work
towards justice for all. Lead us to ways of life that are free from racial and ethnic
prejudice. Strengthen the world’s democracies and sustain those who are working to
secure free and safe elections. Give a home to refugees. Form our military and our
police to maintain peace and to inhibit violence. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God our physician, bring healing to all who are sick and suffering (especially those
we name before you now, silently or aloud…). Preserve the world from more waves
of the coronavirus, and guide researchers who are seeking a vaccine. Protect those
whose jobs expose them to contagion. Support our health care workers. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God our peacemaker, inhabit each household in the land with your powerful peace.
Train us to live together in harmony, especially when quarantined together. Nourish
marriages and sustain extended families. Protect children from harm of every kind.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God our source of life, bless all fathers and father figures as they face both longstanding and emerging family needs. Comfort those who long to be fathers and those
for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God our beloved, receive now the petitions of our own hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God our beginning and our end, we bless you for all our forebears in family and
faith who have lived and died in you. Remind us of their sacrifices, and at the end
bring us with them in your household of joy. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, ELW p. 207)
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you
and keep you in eternal love.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – God Be with You Till We Meet Again (ELW #536)
1

God be with you till we meet again; by good counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you; God be with you till we meet again.
Refrain
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again.
2 God be with you till we meet again; holy wings securely hide you,
daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.
Refrain
3 God be with you till we meet again; when life’s perils thick confound you,
put unfailing arms around you; God be with you till we meet again.
Refrain

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.
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