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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people.
Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed
for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we
go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the
hungry.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – O Lord, Hear My Prayer (ELW #751)
1

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.

2

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God the wellspring of life.

3

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.
2

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to
yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely
share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Exodus 19:2-8a
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned
them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves
completely to God’s will.
2
They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the
wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 3Then Moses went up to God;
the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of
Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore
you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples.
Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy
nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites."
7
So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words
that the LORD had commanded him. 8The people all answered as one: "Everything that
the LORD has spoken we will do."
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Matthew 9:35 – 10:8
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he
instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words
and deeds.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the ninth and tenth chapters.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
9:35

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.
36
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest."
10:1
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the
Canaanean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
5
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come
near.' 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received
without payment; give without payment.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON

 HYMN OF THE DAY – Here I Am, Lord (ELW # 574)
“I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?”
Refrain Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?”
Refrain
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?”
Refrain
1

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us join together to pray
for the church, our nation, and for all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P O God, the Holy One of blessing, send your Spirit of tender might throughout your
church and to all its leaders, especially Bishop Eaton. Strengthen the believers who
cannot assemble for worship. Guide the church’s use of technology, and make
yourself known to those who have no access to such materials. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, the Holy One of truth, as today we commemorate the fourth-century
theologians Basil, Gregory, and Macrina, we pray for your Spirit on teachers,
preachers, and missionaries. Empower the church as it uses both historic and
innovative words to proclaim your gospel across the street and around the globe.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

5

P O God, Holy One of creation, continue your care for the earth. Where there was fire
or flooding, drought or storm, bring renewal of the land. Bless farmers and ranchers,
and protect migrant farm workers as they toil in the sun to harvest our food. Lord, in
your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, Holy One of unity, as we commemorate this week the martyrdom of the
Emanuel Nine, who in 2015 were killed while assembled in their Charleston church
for Bible study, we pray: end the scourge of racism and white supremacy; protect
protestors; halt those who intend violence; preserve our democracy. Raise up leaders
who model repentance and reconciliation, and support legislators who seek justice in
our land. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, Holy One of compassion, heal the sick, and embrace the fearful. Visit the
millions who are suffering from the coronavirus. Protect us from another wave of
disease. Uphold health care workers and medical researchers as they work on our
behalf. Assist the unemployed in finding a job. Show us how to provide safe housing
and daily food for the homeless in our nation and around the world. We pray also
for those we name before you now, silently or aloud…. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, Holy One of hope, sustain those who cannot endure their suffering but are led
only to despair. Pour your grace into their hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, Holy One of mercy, we pray finally also for ourselves. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, Holy eternal One, we praise you for the lives of all the faithful departed, both
the famous and the forgotten. At the end of all things, bring to yourself all your
treasured people, to abide in your presence forever. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those desires too deep for words, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

6

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SENDING HYMN – On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW #537)
1

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go.
Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe.
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy;
who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy?
Refrain On our way rejoicing; as we forward move,
hearken to our praises, O blest God of love!
2 Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing;
unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring;
unto God the Spirit bow we and adore,
on our way rejoicing now and evermore.
Refrain

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.
7
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