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The Holy Trinity

Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes
the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus
sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have
experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through
the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as
we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P Reconciling God,
C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our
own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and
serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins
are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
(ELW #752) Sing three times
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in
this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship
grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s
partnership.
11
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet
one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.
13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with all of you.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL – Matthew 28:16-20
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to
baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came
and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
16
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 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Come, Join the Dance of Trinity (ELW # 412)
1

2

3

4

Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun –
the interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance,
but as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance.
Come, see the face of Trinity, newborn in Bethlehem;
then bloodied by a crown of thorns outside Jerusalem.
The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and bone;
when fear confines the dance in death, God rolls away the stone.
Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame
set people free at Pentecost to tell the Savior’s name.
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth;
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free,
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Held together in the mercy of the triune God, let us join with one another to pray for
the many needs of the world.
A brief silence.
P O triune God, bless the preaching and reception of your Word, and pour your Spirit
onto congregational leaders and all the baptized. Give wisdom and stamina to those
who work in national church offices for their unprecedented tasks. Hold the churches
of all denominations together in one, as you are one. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O triune God, as at the beginning of time your word and spirit visited the earth, so
now sustain this planet with your renewing care. Teach us to care for the very good
earth that you have created. Calm the summer’s storms, and send rain where there is
drought. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P O triune God, in whom Three are One, guide with your powerful mercy our troubled
nation, where relationships are fractured and injustice marks the land. Heal our
wounded people. Give hope to the despairing. Protect the protestors. Preserve our
cities from more tumult, and keep away those intent on destruction. Guard stores and
homes from fire, and save us from bloodshed. Control our police and national guard
as they stand against violence. Assist our president, our governors and our legislators
in moving forward from a history of racism into a future of peace. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O triune God, open our eyes to see your likeness in everyone. Heal the sick, uphold
all who face oppression, feed the hungry. Visit refugee camps with power to save. We
ask your mercy on the millions who suffer from the coronavirus – the sick, the dying,
the bereaved, the unemployed. Uphold medical workers, and accompany researchers
as they seek a vaccine. Embrace the children who live confused and sad. We pray
also for those we name here before you now, silently or aloud… Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O triune God, as summer begins, give safety to those who travel and contentment to
those who cannot. Give a sense of sabbath rest to those whose vacation plans have
been canceled, and grant activities to the children who cannot attend summer camp.
Shine your sun on farmers’ fields, so that enough food will grow for our needs. Shield
all farm workers from the worst of the heat. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O triune God, we praise you for all the saints who, in the past and the present, have
lived and died in you. At the end, bring us all into the tender power of your presence.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, bring us into the mystery of your triune life. We praise you as Life-giver,
Pain-bearer, Mercy-maker. Accept now the petitions of our own hearts. Hear these
words, O God, and receive also those petitions that are too deep for words, joining
our prayers with those of Jesus Christ, who intercedes for us, now and forever.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Meal
 GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 4, ELW p. 207)
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 Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.|
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! (ELW#413)
1

2

3

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow’r, in love and purity.

 DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.

Copyright info
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

8

