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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper
room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel
Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social,
and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in
baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for
the whole human family.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who
gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C Amen.
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and
planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you
sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from
Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all
water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty,
and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Hear Our Prayer (ELW #178)
Sing three times
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to
your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all
the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – Acts 1:6-14
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit
on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the
eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy
Spirit.
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said,
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven."
12
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a sabbath day's journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those
who continue his work in this world will live in unity.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the seventeenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour
has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before
the world existed.
6
I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – You Are Mine (ELW # 581)
1

2

“I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice.
Be still and know I am here.
“I am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light.
Come and rest in me.

Refrain

Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine.”
3 “I am strength for all the despairing,
healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,
and all will know my name.
Refrain

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P On this seventh Sunday of Easter, we gather in our homes and yet together as one,
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P In this time of troubling separation, we pray to you, triune God, for the unity of your
churches. Bind us together in the truth of your gospel. Make us witnesses of your
mysterious might. As you blessed the early disciples for their unfolding ministry,
bless those who lead and serve our local congregation. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Nurture the life of your creation. Support those who explore the mysteries of your
universe. We praise you for Nicholas Copernicus, whom we commemorate today, and
for all the scientists who have enriched our understanding of creation. Help all online
teachers to instruct our children in the ways of nature. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P As we prepare for Memorial Day, we pray for peace around the world. Protect all
soldiers, and assure them of your never-failing strength. Shield the vulnerable who
live in paths of violence. We pray especially for the people of Afghanistan and Syria.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Come to the aid of all who suffer. We pray for those who are laden with grief,
overwhelmed by anxiety, or struggling without medical care. Uphold all health-care
workers who attend to coronavirus patients. Comfort all families and friends who
cannot embrace their loved ones at the time of death. We give into your care all the
sick (especially those we name before you now, silently or aloud…). Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P Again we pray: give the world a vaccine. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Grant your oneness to humankind, so marked by isolation and division. Bring
harmony to families, rival gangs, distraught citizens, racial groupings, and members
of our legislatures. Give to each individual a wholeness that is birthed in you. Make
us one, as you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are one. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P With bold confidence in your love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God of our past, our
present, and our future, we place all for whom we pray into your circle of love, now
and forever.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW #543)
1

2

3

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”
“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”
“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

 DISMISSAL
P Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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