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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we
are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In
words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who
gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C Amen.
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and
planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you
sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from
Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all
water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty,
and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
(ELW #752) Sing three times
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are
God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we
experience through Jesus Christ.
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation — 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living
stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and 5like living
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
"See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."
7
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
"The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,"
8
and
"A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall."
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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 GOSPEL – John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the
one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the
way to the place where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him."
8
Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 9Jesus said to
him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of
the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON

 HYMN OF THE DAY – Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
(ELW #816) Sing to the melody “Take My Life That I May Be”
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Come, my way, my truth, my life:
such a way as gives us breath;
such a truth as ends all strife;
such a life as killeth death.
Come, my light, my feast, my strength:
such a light as shows a feast;
such a feast as mends in length;
such a strength as makes his guest.

3

Come, my joy, my love, my heart:
such a joy as none can move;
such a love as none can part;
such a heart as joys in love.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts bonded into one, let us pray for
all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P Build us up, mothering God, that like living stones we embody the strength that only
you can give. Nurse all the baptized with the milk of your word. As you provided the
early church with the apostle Matthias, fill now the churches’ needs for leaders to
serve your holy people. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Form us to be humble participants in your complex creation. We praise your power in
evolving a magnificent earth, from flowering trees to tropical rainstorms, from black
holes to beloved pets. Lead us to respect your wondrous earth with both all that
creates and all that destroys. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Assist the leaders of nations to find and follow your ways of justice. Guide their way
through the challenges of pandemic and poverty. Protect governors and legislators
from sickness and burn-out. Despite our own considerable needs, keep us mindful of
the needs of others, especially refugees and prisoners. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Accompany those who are sick, sorrowful, or confused. Comfort them in suffering,
ease their distress, and carry their burdens. We beg you to protect us from the
coronavirus, and we pray for those we name before you now, silently or aloud. Lord,
in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Sustain those who mother infants and children. Uphold the parents and grandparents
who now must school their children. Provide enough food and resources for families.
Grant safe pregnancy and delivery to expectant parents, and minister to those who
endure infertility and miscarriage. Bless the countless relatives, medical workers, and
hospice volunteers who give to others mothering care. Embrace all for whom today’s
cultural celebration of mothers is difficult. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P We remember before you all who have died in the faith, those like Stephen martyred
for the faith, those struck down by the coronavirus, and those whom we name now in
our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P At the end, bring us all to you, who are our way, our truth, and our life. Lord, in your
mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – This is My Father’s World (ELW #824)
1

2

3

This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning ears
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair.
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father’s world; oh, let me not forget
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heaven ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

 DISMISSAL
P Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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