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Gathering
 INTRODUCTION
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness,
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to
redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are
proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of
Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who
gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C Amen.
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and
planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you
sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from
Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all
water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty,
and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming
work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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 HYMN OF REFLECTION – Hear Our Prayer (ELW #178)
Sing three times:
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of peace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Word
 FIRST LESSON – 1 Peter 1:17-23
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are
strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of
Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things
as silver or gold.
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things
like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed
at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
22
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew,
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
17
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 GOSPEL – Luke 24:13-35
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers
the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the
scriptures and in the breaking of bread.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went
with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, "What
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad.
18
Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?"
19
He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.
21
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said; but they did not see him." 25Then he said to them, "Oh, how
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!
26
Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?" 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.
28
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.
32
They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 33That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. 34They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!"
35
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread.
13
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P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

 SERMON
 HYMN OF THE DAY – Day of Arising (ELW # 374)
1

2

3

4

Day of arising, Christ on the roadway,
unknown companion walks with his own.
When they invite him, as fades the first day,
and bread is broken, Christ is made known.
When we are walking, doubtful and dreading,
blinded by sadness, slowness of heart,
yet Christ walks with us, ever awaiting
our invitation: Stay, do not part.
Lo, I am with you, Jesus has spoken.
This is Christ’s promise, this is Christ’s sign:
when the church gathers, when bread is broken,
there Christ is with us in bread and wine.
Christ, our companion, hope for the journey,
bread of compassion, open our eyes.
Grant us your vision, set all hearts burning
that all creation with you may rise.

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Separated in our residences but united by God’s promises of restoration, we pray for
the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in need
A brief silence.
P Come to the church, so burdened by heartache. Give us faith to know your loving
presence among us. Open the scriptures to us, and nourish us with the bread of your
word. Direct our clergy and church leaders in their novel and difficult tasks. Bind into
one all denominations around the globe in hope for the renewal of all things, and
uphold the work of the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Come to the earth. Bless all the natural world. Renew landscapes, cleanse the waters,
and protect the animals. Save your people especially at this time from destructive
storms and floods. Keep viruses in check, for the sake of your beloved children. Lord,
in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Come to the nations. Preserve all peoples from war and violence. Guide the leaders of
nations, our president, our governors, and our legislators toward wise decisions in
struggling against the virus and in reviving the economy. Teach all peoples how to
share limited resources with those in greater need. Guide the work of the United
Nations during this unprecedented situation. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Come to all who suffer from the virus. Comfort the mourners, heal the sick, sustain
medical workers. Empower those researchers who are seeking a vaccine. Stay with
us, and accompany all those who are isolated or afraid. Give to those with prior
ailments and chronic disease their necessary medical care. We especially pray for
those we name here before you either silently or aloud…. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life.
Give us thankful hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope
of new life with you. Help us find ways to celebrate the lives of loved ones who have
claimed their baptismal promise, during this time when we cannot join together to
physically comfort one another. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P As at Emmaus you joined the meal of the disciples, so come also to our tables.
Uphold farmers, ranchers, migrant workers, and all who produce, package and market
our food. Guard the health of those who work at grocery stores. Bless the efforts of
local food banks. Enable us to feed the children who have relied on food given out at
school. Show us how to feed the people living in refugee camps and nations
experiencing famine and drought. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Accept our praises for those who have died in the faith, including those who were
stricken with the virus, the medical workers who died healing others, and this week
Catherine of Siena, the apostles Philip and James, and Bishop Athanasius, each of
whom served you in their own time and place. Accompany us now, as you did them,
until at the end of all things we feast at your table with all the saints in glory. Lord, in
your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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 PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

 LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

 BLESSING
P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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 SENDING HYMN – Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW #389)
1

2

3

4
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Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.
In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.
Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.
Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and ev’ry age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

 DISMISSAL
P Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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