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Gathering

¥ INTRODUCTION
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our
heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads
a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the
resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.

¥ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Amen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

C Amen.

P Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

P Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain,
roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

C Amen.

¥ GATHERING HYMN — My Shepherd, You Provide My Need
(ELW #782)
¥ GREETING
P The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the

C

abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



¥ GLORY TO GOD (sung to the melody “Ode to Joy”)

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God who loved us,

Glory be to God the Son, Watched us from each spot and stain!
Glory be to God the Spirit Glory be to Him who bought us,

God Eternal, Three-in-One Now with God on high to reign!

¥ PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word

¥ FIRST LESSON — Acts 2:42-47

“[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

“ Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. “* All who believed were together and had all things in common; * they would
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. * Day
by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

% RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 23

''The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

*The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.



> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
*Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

 SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

"It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering
unjustly. ** If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if
you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God.
*I'For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you should follow in his steps.

»2“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

> When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself bore our sins in his body
on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds
you have been healed. ** For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel
% GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW Setting 2)
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¥ GOSPEL - John 10:1-10
P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. * The one who enters by the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out
all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
> They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” ° Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. * All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

¥ SERMON
¥ HYMN OF THE DAY - Spirit Song
Verse 1 Verse 2
O let the Son of God enfold you O come and sing this song with gladness
With His Spirit and His love; As your hearts are filled with joy;
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. ~ Lift your hands in sweet surrender
O let Him have those things that hold you to His name.
And His Spirit like a dove, O give Him all your tears and sadness,
Will descend upon your life Give Him all your years of pain
and make you whole. And you'll enter into life in Jesus' name.
Chorus Jesus, O Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Jesus, O Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
CCLI Song # 27824

John Wimber © 1979 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 22093151


https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/

% APOSTLES CREED (ELW p. 105)

P
C

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

% PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.
Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still
waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct
our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence
or vengeance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured, especially those we bring before you now, silently or aloud. (Pause)
Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our
cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



A Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in
your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C Amen.

¥ PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

X OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After
the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able.

X OFFERING PRAYER
A Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set
a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
C Amen.




¥ GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

% HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — (ELW setting 2)
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% EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming
in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.

¥ LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

* DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION -

ALL in attendance are welcome to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN.
Ushers are standing by to assist. Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish
not to commune, you are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

¥ COMMUNION HYMN - You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW # 484)

Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications..
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

¥ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to

bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
C Amen.



¥ BLESSING
P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A, Nelson, b 1927
Text and music & 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

¥ ANNOUNCEMENTS
¥ SENDING HYMN — Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW # 764)

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

* DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Mother’s Day is in Two Weeks!

Everyone keep your ears and eyes open about cards and flowers at the church on Sunday,
May 10%,

Our Next Quarterly Charity: Immigration Legal Services

For over 50 years, Catholic Charities of Dallas-Immigration Legal Services has provided
specialized legal representation to immigrants that many other organizations cannot assist
due to federal funding restrictions prohibiting assistance to certain categories of
immigrants. Because they are not bound by the same federal funding restrictions as
standard Legal Aid, Catholic Charities of Dallas-Immigration Legal Services can provide
direct advocacy for vulnerable groups—including DACA recipients and those seeking
family reunification—that other legal aid organizations are not permitted to assist. Catholic
Charities of Dallas-Immigration Legal Services is one of only three nonprofits in Dallas
County able to provide direct courtroom representation to immigrants in proceedings
before the Dallas District of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

This charity was selected by the council as our quarterly charity to reflect our desire to live
out the command of Jesus: "For I was a stranger and you welcomed me" (Matthew 25:35).
You can contribute to this charity by writing “Catholic Charities” in the memo line of your
checks to ORLC. You can also find out more about this advocacy group and how to
contribute by checking out their website:
https://www.ccdallas.org/services/immigration-legal-services/

ORLC supports Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Co-op

Our Redeemer is a charter member of the Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Co-op. We are
proud to be able to help as we are able. Our recent Lenten food drive produced 107 pounds
of canned meats!! Thanks to all who contributed to this drive!! Their ongoing needs for
food donations include Mac and Cheese and spaghetti noodles. Place donations in the
plastic container in the Narthex.

Their needs for clothing donations include small size jeans (32-34-36) and towels,
blankets and sheets (Queen and King). Please donate as you are able...new or gently
used, clean items are always appreciated.

Volunteers for all areas are desperately needed if only for a few hours a week or more if
able. They are open 9am-11:30 Tuesday thru Thursday. They are located just north of
downtown Grand Prairie at 118 NE 4th St. Their phone # is 972-264-8540.
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% SERVING TODAY

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal
Music Director: John Zacharias

Altar Care: Kris Davies

Assisting Minister: Francine Bennett

Lay Reader: Carl Emshoff

Usher: Kris Davies
Videographer: Gene Davies

You are welcome here!
If you are a visitor, please take a moment to sign our guest book, located in the narthex.
Restrooms are located down the hall, to the right as you exit the Sanctuary.

Would you like for us to remember you or someone you love in our prayers? —
We have prayer cards available on the tables in the Narthex. Please feel free to fill one
(or more) out with any special prayer requests. We will pray for these requests daily.

Our regular weekly schedule:

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion is at 10:15 am.

On Wednesdays, Worship with Holy Communion is at 7pm-
Bible study, singing, prayer, communion

Copyright info
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