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Gathering

¥ INTRODUCTION
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured
that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are
told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among
us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to
enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.

% THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

TAT AT

C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people
your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and
give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless
love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a
new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the
Crucified and Risen One.

Amen.

¥ GATHERING HYMN - A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (ELW #393)
% GREETING

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



% GLORY TO GOD- (ACS #1087)
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As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be. A - men.

Text and music by Paul M. Vecile © 1976 administered by Augsburg Fortress
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A All rights reserved.

¥ PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the
end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.




Word

¥ FIRST LESSON - Acts 1:1-11
[Luke writes:] ! In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning % until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. * After his
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. * While staying with
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; ° for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

%So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. ® But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” * When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '°While he was
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood
by them. !! They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

¥ RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 47
! Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with a joyful sound.
2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared:
a great king over all the earth,
3 who subdues the peoples under us,
and the nations under our feet;
“who chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.
> God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our king, sing praises.
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"For God is king of all the earth;
sing praises with a song.
8 God reigns over the nations;
God is enthroned on high.
? The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.

¥ SECOND LESSON - Ephesians 1:15-23

15T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.
171 pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '* so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '’ and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, >! far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. ?2 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, 2* which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able to welcome the Gospel.

¥ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - Be Not Afraid (ELW #388)
N .

e — = N A |
’
) EF

| 15E

e

e

. =
)] D] | | | | ! i
s 3 2. :

Be not a-fraid, sing out for joy! Christ is  ris-en, al-le - lu

3

ia!

Ay
$

=
s » 2 $ g = P Pre,
/:L 7 — E Za— 7% F !‘ —— _:
o | Y f ' * | I >— oo o |
— |
0 . N [\ [\ . . ==
DA \ | ﬁ/ qI\ I ’J) ’J | I I I_—I | ‘I\
1] - I 1/
3@ B - i—"c_&j % 4
Be not a-fraid, sing out for joy! Christis ris-en,al-le - lu - ia!
_ » b s £ T e e re,,
T . -
by | D v | o lo o
—




¥ GOSPEL - Luke 24:44-53
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”** Then he opened their minds to understand
the scriptures, * and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, #’ and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *® You are witnesses
of these things. *° And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

59 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.

>'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.
52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; > and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

¥ SERMON

¥ HYMN OF THE DAY - Lord, You Give the Great Commission
(ELW #579)

Text by Jeffery Rowthorn © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music by Cyril V. Taylor © 1942, Ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

¥ APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



% PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

A God of empowerment, you have blessed the church with art, poetry, and music.
Inspire leaders and congregations to seek more ways to be your creative hands and
feet on earth. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of abundance, your love can be seen in each plant, each creature, and every
landscape. Nurture crops as they develop. Protect new animal life. Restore habitats
destroyed by natural disaster or human neglect. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of the nations, you are enthroned above all. Bring an end to divisions that break
down the human family. Enable cooperation between governments and international
organizations to pursue peace and equity. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of compassion, you console all who are hurting. Help us recognize the deep hurts
of grief, loneliness, broken relationships, and trauma in our midst. Guide us in caring
for one another, especially those we bring before you now, silently or aloud. (pause)
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of change, you promised to be with your disciples as they faced an unknown
future. Amid graduations and other transitions, sustain your people with your
presence and love. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of life, we give you thanks for the lives and examples of our beloved siblings in
Christ. Nourish and deepen our shared faith in your promises. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.

¥ PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.



% OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world. After
the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward. Please stand, as you are able.

% OFFERING PRAYER

A Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we

C

bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Meal

% GREAT THANKSGIVING

TATAT AT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned forever at your right hand, intercedes for us
as our great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:



% HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - (ELW Setting 10, p. 207)
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¥ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the
earth. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for
leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to
you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death
and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Lord Jesus.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever.

C Amen.

% LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

¥ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
ALL in attendance are welcome to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN.
Ushers are standing by to assist. Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish
not to commune, you are still welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

¥ COMMUNION HYMN - Eat this Bread (ELW #472)

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc. Music by Jacques Berthier.
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell
of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and
weary world.

C Amen.
 BLESSING

A The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and
Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.
C Amen.

e
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¥ ANNOUNCEMENTS
¥ SENDING HYMN - Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In (ACS #950)
' DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

avwaw

Here is a revised list of food and clothing items requested by
the Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Co-op.

Please place all contributions in the tubs in the narthex!
Food:
canned tuna and chicken—small and large cans
large cans of soup
ravioli and chili
spam
green beans
Clothing:
Men'’s jeans/pants sizes 32,34,36 (or any actually)
Men’s shoes (smaller sizes)
Men’s and Women'’s shorts- all sizes
Sheets- Queen and King

We are now accepting cases of water (24 or 40) for GP Homeless Outreach Organization

Thanks for your ongoing support of these two local community outreach organizations.
Please see Kris Davies or Cindy Dolezal if you have any questions or need further
details.

Next Bible Study will take place Thursday, June 19*, 10 a.m.

11



% SERVING TODAY

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal
Music Director: John Zacharias

Altar: Elvia Wallace-Martinez
Assisting Minister: Kris Davies

Lay Reader: Francine Bennett

Usher: Manny Martinez
Videographer: Gene Davies

You are welcome here!
If you are a visitor, please take a moment to sign our guest book, located in the narthex.
Restrooms are located down the hall, to the right as you exit the Sanctuary.

Would you like for us to remember you or someone you love in our prayers? —
We have prayer cards available on the tables in the Narthex. Please feel free to fill one
(or more) out with any special prayer requests. We will pray for these requests daily.

Our regular weekly schedule:

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion is at 10:15 am.

On Wednesdays, Worship with Holy Communion is at 7pm-
Bible study, singing, prayer, communion

Copyright info
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2024 — 06/29/2025. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI, Church
Copyright License® Number — 22093151 valid for 02/28/2025 — 02/28/2026. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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