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Gathering

* INTRODUCTION
The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners of the church as Candlemas
because of an ancient tradition of blessing all the candles to be used in the church in the
coming year at the mass celebrated on that day. It was a way of underscoring the truth of
Simeon’s confession that this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” and
a light for glory to Israel. Let the light of every candle in church be a little epiphany of
the love of God for all people in the person of God’s son, Jesus, the light of the world.

% CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, our creator, our protector,
our wellspring of life.
Amen.
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we
act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbor
and resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear assuming
the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from
their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.
God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. [
have called you by name. You are mine.” In + Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit,
you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children
of God.
Amen.

% GATHERING HYMN - In His Temple Now Behold Him
(ELW #417)

 GREETING
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



* GLORY TO GOD
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glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

" PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented
this day in the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the
same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Word

FIRST LESSON - Malachi 3:1-4
' See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.  But who can endure the day of
his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; ° he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. “ Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



% RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 138
' How dear to me is your dwelling,
O LorD of hosts!
> My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
®Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest
where she may lay her young, by the side of your altars,
O LorbD of hosts, my king and my God.
“ Happy are they who dwell in your house!
They will always be praising you.
° Happy are the people whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
® Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
" They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.
® LorD God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob.
Behold our defender, O God;
and look upon the face of your anointed.
‘UFor one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
"I For the LORD God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory;
no good thing will the LorD withhold from those who walk with integrity.
20 LoRbD of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust in you!

% SECOND LESSON - Hebrews 2:14-18
“ Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, **>and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear
of death. *° For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of
Abraham. " Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect,
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. ** Because he himself was tested by what
he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

4



L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel.
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" GOSPEL - Luke 2:22-40

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

2 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord % (as it is written in
the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),
% and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair
of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
2> Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. ° Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under
the law, “® Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

?9“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;

“ for my eyes have seen your salvation, ** which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, * a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

%3 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
* Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed * so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”



% There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, °’ then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fast-
ing and prayer night and day. *® At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

**When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “° The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

% SERMON
% CANDLEMAS
% HYMN OF THE DAY - This Little Light of Mine (ELW #677)

African American Spiritual

* APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

" PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

(a brief pause)

A God of generations, you instilled in Anna and Simeon faith, dreams, and the
welcome of a child. Bless elders who embody faith and hope; bless the newly
baptized. Energize us to share faith from generation to generation. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.



A God of creation, in you the sparrow finds a home and we find lush valleys and living
water. Bless the birds of the air, the animals of the valley, and renew our stewardship
of this bountiful creation. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A God of the nations, strengthen our resolve to care for all children and strive for peace
among nations. Refine our nation where we have failed to root out racism (especially
as we honor Black History Month) and guide us in truth-telling and reconciliation.
God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging circum-
stances. We hold in prayer all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment,
access to medical care, and health and wellness, especially those we bring before you
now, silently or aloud. (pause) God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A God of the people, you are made known in caring ministries. Bless those who serve as
communion servers, homebound visitors, baptismal sponsors, confirmation mentors,
and as prayer support. Reveal yourself in the neighborly care we give and receive.
God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A God of life, we thank you for Jesus’ life and for his death that has destroyed death.
We remember the dearly departed as they dwell with you in your holy courts now and
forever. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise
is revealed among the people.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you all.

C And also with you.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.
After the offering is gathered by the ushers, they will bring the gifts toward the altar.
At that time, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer.



% OFFERING PRAYER
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God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths
of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.

men. Meal/

* GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — (ELW #190)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth
of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed
are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the
Word made flesh. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took
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the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace
on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of
the Most High, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

% LORD’S PRAYER
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

= INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

% JESUS, LAMB OF GOD — (ELW #199)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world,
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

¥ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION - ALL in attendance are welcome
to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN. Ushers are standing by to assist.
Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish not to commune, you are still
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.



% COMMUNION HYMN - One Bread, One Body (ELW #496)

Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

" PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation
and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,
C Amen.

% BLESSING

P The Spirit of the triune God  bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
C Amen.

% ANNOUNCEMENTS
% SENDING HYMN - O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW 313)

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

 DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Live in hope.
C Thanks be to God.

We are so joyful to share our worship with the
leadership and the membership of BSA Troop 533.
Let us fellowship together after the service!
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Grand Prairie Homeless Outreach Organization

ORLC Church Council has chosen to extend our support to GPHOO through the January-
March Quarter, and we are adding a few gifts. We will gather and donate “cold weather”
items (Adult sizes only):

hoodles (appropriate lettering on front is OK);
winter jackets suitable for outdoor living,
blankets;

sleeping bags (XL, good to 30 degrees or below).

All items, if gently worn, should be freshly washed. No shoes or other clothing.

And of course, monetary donations are always accepted! Money collected will be
used to purchase these “cold weather” items as well as donated to the GPHOO to use
for other ongoing needs. See Kris Davies for details.

Adult Bible Study Discussion Group to Form —

Hattie Hammer and Francine Bennett are looking for interested people to join them in
studying and discussing the Bible. They would like to meet weekly for an hour or so on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, preferably sometime between 9 am and 2 pm. If you would
like to join them in growing your understanding of scripture, please contact one or both
of them. You can contact the church office as well.

ORLC supports Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Co-op
Current needs for food items:

e canned meats (Spam, tuna, chicken and chili)
e canned diced tomatoes

Current needs for clothing:

e men’s shirts,
o fresh towels and blankets.

Stay tuned for the upcoming Lenten Drive for needed items!!
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X SERVING TODAY

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julio Cruz-Natal
Music Director: John Zacharias

Altar: Nina Wallace-Martinez
Assisting Minister: Julie Schmidt

Lay Reader: Carl Emshoff

Ushers: Manny Martinez
Videographer: Steve Curry

Sunday School: Nina Wallace-Martinez

You are welcome here!
If you are a visitor, please take a moment to sign our guest book, located in the narthex.
Restrooms are located down the hall, to the right as you exit the Sanctuary.

Would you like for us to remember you or someone you love in our prayers? —
We have prayer cards available on the tables in the Narthex. Please feel free to fill one
(or more) out with any special prayer requests. We will pray for these requests daily.

Our regular weekly schedule:
Sunday Worship with Holy Communion is at 10:15 am.

On Wednesdays, Worship with Holy Communion is at 7pm-
Bible study, singing, prayer, communion

Copyright info

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,

License #735766-A valid for 06/30/2024 — 06/29/2025. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI, Church Copyright
License® Number — 22093151 valid for 02/28/2024 — 02/28/2025. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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