
 

You are welcome here! 
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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in  

the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. 

We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs  

to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues,“let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God-with-us, 

C we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is no 

room when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, while 

you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. We have overlooked the shepherds, 

expecting good news in prettier packaging. 

 

Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways 

to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us 

bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. 

Amen. 

 

P Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – Love Has Come (ELW #292)  

Text by Ken Bible © 1996 Living the Natural Way, Integrity’s Hosanna Music, admin. Music Services, Brentwood, TN  

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from CCLI, Church Copyright License® Number – 22093151.  

All rights reserved.  

Arr. by Augsburg Fortress  

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

  GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 GLORY TO GOD   Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW#289)  

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.     
GLO------RI-A, in excelsis Deo. 
GLO------RI-A, in excelsis Deo. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open  

our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act  

according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 FIRST LESSON – 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His 

mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went 

up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and 

his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift 

that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 

 26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the 

LORD and with the people. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 148 
       1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

     praise God in the heights. 

 2 Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

     sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

 3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

     sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

     and you waters above the heavens. 

Word 
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 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

     who commanded, and they were created, 

 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

     giving them a law that shall not pass away.  

 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

     you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 

     tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

 9 mountains and all hills, 

     fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10 wild beasts and all cattle, 

     creeping things and flying birds; 

 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

     princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12 young men and maidens, 

     old and young together.  

 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

     whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people  

            and praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel,  

            a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 

 SECOND LESSON – Colossians 3:12-17  
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in  

perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

him. 
 

L   The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel. 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION –  Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW#290)        

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 

 GOSPEL – Luke 2:41-52 
P    The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

         41 Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the 

festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 

but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they 

went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.  

     46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 

to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his under-

standing and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 

mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you search-

ing for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not 

understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

  52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.  

 

 SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY –  Our Father, by Whose Name (ELW #640)  

Text by F. Bland Tucker © Church Pension Fund      

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 
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 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, 

and all people.           

                                                              (a brief pause) 
 

A For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries  

of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors,  

and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines, 

penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase our 

knowledge of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and  

in all lands. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this  

holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or ill, especially those we name  

before you now, either silently or aloud.   (pause)   Console parents and children 

whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A For the ministry of this place we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us.  

In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer.  
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A For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks. 

Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer.          

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered by the ushers, they will bring the gifts toward the altar.   

At that time, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
A God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which  

you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, 

received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your  

salvation from day to day. 

C Amen.      

Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 

of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made  

visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – (ELW #191) 

  Holy, holy, holy are you,  

 God of power and might; 
 Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth  

of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your 

promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed 

are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the 

Word made flesh. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the  

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 

and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 

hope for his coming.    

C Come, Lord Jesus.                      

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 

take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace 

on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 

the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 

 JESUS, LAMB OF GOD – (ELW #199) 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world, 
 Grant us peace,  grant us peace. 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION - ALL in attendance are welcome  
to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN.  Ushers are standing by to assist.  
Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish not to commune, you are still 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 COMMUNION HYMN – Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW #490) 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A  Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by 

this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share 

the good news of great joy. 

C Amen. 

 BLESSING 

P The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 CLOSING HYMN – Let the Whole Creation Cry (ELW #876) 
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 DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 

Liturgical Hymn Credits 
 

(ELW #191) 

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. www.giamusic.com.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Contributor: Marty Haugen 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 

(ELW #199) 

Adapt. © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 
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Grand Prairie Homeless Outreach Organization  

ORLC Church Council has chosen to extend our support to GPHOO through the January-

March Quarter, and we are adding a few gifts.  We will start today to gather and donate 

“cold weather” items (Adult sizes only):   
 

• hoodies (appropriate lettering on front is OK);  

• winter jackets suitable for outdoor living;  

• blankets;  

• sleeping bags (XL, good to 30 degrees or below).   
 

All items, if gently worn, should be freshly washed. No shoes or other clothing.    And, of 

course, monetary donations are always accepted!  Money collected will be used to 

purchase these “cold weather” items as well as donated to the GPHOO to use for other 

ongoing needs. See Kris Davies for details. 
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 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar: Cindy Dolezal 

Assisting Minister: Julie Schmidt 

Lay Reader: Kris Davies 

Ushers: Cindy Dolezal 

Videographer: Gene Davies 

Sunday School: Cheri Oertel 

 

You are welcome here! 

If you are a visitor, please take a moment to sign our guest book, located in the narthex. 

Restrooms are located down the hall, to the right as you exit the Sanctuary.  

 

Would you like for us to remember you or someone you love in our prayers?  –      

We have prayer cards available on the tables in the Narthex. Please feel free to fill one  

(or more) out with any special prayer requests. We will pray for these requests daily.   

 
 

Our regular weekly schedule: 
 

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion is at 10:15 am. 
 

On Wednesdays, Worship with Holy Communion is at 7pm - 

beginning again on January 15th 
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