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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between  

a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise,  

the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for  

“the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which 

the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim 

the Lord’s death.” 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,  

arriving soon. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God of mercy, 

C we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 

alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

P God of might, 

C we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors.  

We have trusted false promises. 

P God in our midst, 

C we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to  

birth in us. 

P A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 

forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and 

forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN – The King Shall Come (ELW #260)  

Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.  

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
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 ADVENT PROCESSIONAL HYMN –Emmanuel  
Emmanuel, Emmanuel  
His name is called Emmanuel,  
God with us, 
Revealed in us, 
His name is called Emmanuel  

 PRAYER AFTER LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
A Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Bless us as we 

light the fourth candle of this wreath. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may 

receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  FIRST LESSON – Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has  

     brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,  

     in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
5a and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Word 
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 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 80:1-7 
       1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us.   

 3 Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4 O LORD God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.   
 

 SECOND LESSON – Hebrews 10: 5-10  
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and  

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to  

establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

L   The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel. 
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 GOSPEL – Luke 1:39-45 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

                                    

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 

heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 

the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,  

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 

the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46 And Mary said, 
 

 GOSPEL HYMN– Luke 1:46-55  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness  

                                                        (ELW 251) 

1. My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord         3. To Israel, your servant blest, 
         I sing my Saviour’s praise!                                  your help is ever sure; 
    You looked upon my lowliness,                           the promise to our parents made 
         and I am full of grace.                                          their children will secure. 
    Now every land and every space                          Sing glory to the holy one, 
          this blessing shall proclaim                                  give honor to the Word, 
    Great wonders you have done for me,                and praise the Pow’r of the Most High 
          and holy is your name.                                         one God by all adored. 
 

2.  To all who live in holy fear 
     your mercy ever flows                                     P   The Gospel of the Lord                               
 With mighty arm you dash the proud,             C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

     their scheming hearts expose. 
 The ruthless you have cast aside,                          
     the lowly throned instead; 
 the hungry filled with all good things, 
     the rich sent off unfed. 

 

Text by Marty Haugen © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 
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 SERMON 

  HYMN OF THE DAY –  Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly 
We will sing this to the melody “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” 
 

1 Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, 
virgin mother, wise and mild. 
Sing of God’s own Son most holy, 
who became her little child. 
Fairest child of fairest mother, 
God the Lord who came to earth, 
Word made flesh, our very brother, 
takes our nature by his birth. 

 

2 Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, 
 in the home at Nazareth. 

Toil and labor cannot weary 
love enduring unto death. 
Constant was the love he gave her, 
though he went forth from her side, 
forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, 
till on Calvary he died. 

 
 
 
 
 

3 Glory be to God the Father; 
glory be to God the Son; 
glory be to God the Spirit; 
glory to the Three in One. 
From the heart of blessed Mary, 
from all saints the song ascends, 
and the church the strain reechoes 
unto earth’s remotest ends. 

 

        
 

 Text: Roland F. Palmer 
Music by Marty Haugen © 1987 GIA Publications Inc. 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A.  

All rights reserved.   

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 
P With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-

fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 

long for God’s presence.           

                                                              (a brief pause) 
 

A God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with 

those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of 

your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a  

renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful  

stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills 

the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire 

to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more  

daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the  

lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill,  

especially those we name before you now, either silently or aloud.    (pause)   

Lord, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council  

and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the  

community. Lord, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer.  

 

A God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude 

for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C receive our prayer.          

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts,  

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered by the ushers, they will bring the gifts toward the altar.   

At that time, please stand as you are able for the offering prayer. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
A Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to 

feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food 

that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen.      

Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 

you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – (ELW #191) 

 Holy, holy, holy are you, 

 God of power and might; 
 Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth  

of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your 

promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed 

are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the 

Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the  

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 

of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 

for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,  

and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 
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 JESUS, LAMB OF GOD – (ELW #199) 
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world, 
 Grant us peace,  grant us peace. 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION - ALL in attendance are welcome  
to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN.  Ushers are standing by to assist.  
Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish not to commune, you are still 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 COMMUNION HYMN – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW #257) 

verse 1, 5, 7 and 8 
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress 
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A  Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank 

you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us 

with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we 

feed the hungry in your name. 

C Amen. 

 BLESSING 
P God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for 

the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 CLOSING HYMN – Joy to the World (ELW #267) 

 DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 



11 

 

Liturgical Hymn Credits 
 

EMMANUEL 
Text and Music by Bob McGee © 1976 C.A. Music (division of Christian Artists Corp.)  
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI, Church Copyright License® Number – 

22093151 valid for 02/28/2024 – 02/28/2025. All rights reserved. 

 

(ELW #191) 

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. www.giamusic.com.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Contributor: Marty Haugen 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 

(ELW #199) 

Adapt. © 1985, 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 

Grand Prairie Homeless Outreach Organization  

ORLC Church Council has chosen to extend our support to GPHOO through the January-

March Quarter, and we are adding a few gifts.  We will start today to gather and donate 

“cold weather” items (Adult sizes only):   
 

• hoodies (appropriate lettering on front is OK);  

• winter jackets suitable for outdoor living;  

• blankets;  

• sleeping bags (XL, good to 30 degrees or below).   
 

All items, if gently worn, should be freshly washed. No shoes or other clothing.   And, of 

course, monetary donations are always accepted!  Money collected will be used to 

purchase these “cold weather” items as well as donated to the GPHOO to use for other 

ongoing needs. See Kris Davies for details. 

 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church will be holding a special Nativity 

Christmas Eve service on Tuesday evening, December 24
th
 at 7 p.m. 

 

We will be singing beloved Christmas carols from our hymn books and listening to  

several readings that tell the story of the birth of Christ. 
 

The evening will conclude with Holy Communion and a candlelight ceremony during  

the singing of “Silent Night” - WITH BRAND NEW CANDLES AND WAX GUARDS!  

Enjoy and share this wondrous evening with us. 



12 

 

 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. John Foster 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar: Leah Adix 

Assisting Minister: Julie Schmidt 

Lay Reader: Jeff Adix 

Ushers: Adix Family 

Videographer: Steve Curry 

Sunday School: Nina Wallace-Martinez 

 

You are welcome here! 

If you are a visitor, please take a moment to sign our guest book, located in the narthex. 

Restrooms are located down the hall, to the right as you exit the Sanctuary.  

 

Would you like for us to remember you or someone you love in our prayers?  –      

We have prayer cards available on the tables in the Narthex. Please feel free to fill one  

(or more) out with any special prayer requests. We will pray for these requests daily.   

 
 

Our regular weekly schedule: 
 

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion is at 10:15am. 
 

On Wednesdays, Worship with Holy Communion is at 7pm. 
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