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Gathering
* INTRODUCTION

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes

who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow
who in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an
object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit
of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.

" CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning
and our end.

C Amen.

P Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,

we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power.

We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us free.

Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and generous lives

for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, following in the

servant way of Jesus.

P These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross,
swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are + forgiven and God remembers
your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your salvation.

C Amen.

% GATHERING HYMN - We Are An Offering (ELW #692)

CCLI Song # 16220 Dwight Liles © 1984 Curb Word Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 22093151

" GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/

% GLORY TO GOD - (ACS #911)
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY

A O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy.
Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring
all the world to share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Word

X FIRST LESSON -1 Kings 17:8-16

® The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, ° “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs
to Sidon, and live there; for [ have commanded a widow there to feed you.” *° So he set
out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there
gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that |
may drink.” ** As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel
of bread in your hand.” * But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, | have nothing
baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a
couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we
may eat it, and die.” ** Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said;
but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for
yourself and your son. ** For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will
not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the
earth.” ** She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate
for many days. *° The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, accord-
ing to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



% RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 146
‘Hallelujah!
Praise the LorD, O my soul!
21 will praise the LORD as long as | live;
I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
¢ Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
> Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LoRD their God,;
®who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
® The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
the LoRroD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
*The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
“The LorbD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

% SECOND LESSON - Hebrews 9:24-28

¢ Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one,
but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
% Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year
after year with blood that is not his own; “ for then he would have had to suffer again and
again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the
end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. ” And just as it is appointed for
mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, ** so Christ, having been offered once to
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those
who are eagerly waiting for him.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel



% GOSPEL ACCLAMATION — (ELW setting 6, pg. 171)

Lord, to whom

shall we go?

You have the words of e-ter -

% GOSPEL — Mark 12:38-44

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the twelfth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord

° As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, ** and to have the best seats in
the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! *° They devour widows’ houses and for
the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

‘' He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. “ A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. “ Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. * For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

* SERMON




¥ HYMN OF THE DAY - What Have We to Offer?

From Worship and Praise #156

Text and Music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.
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% APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW pg. 105)

)
C

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

% PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

A

@)

@]

@]

@]

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors,
the church, and all of creation. (A brief silence)

Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the
gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, deacons,
pastors, and lay leaders. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them. Kindle
in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us in our pursuit
of climate justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds of
war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of the
world to end conflicts and pursue peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnerable

or ill, especially those we bring before you now, either silently or aloud. (pause)

Accompany persons who are unemployed or underemployed, children who are in

foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in

our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack sufficient
resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer



A Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful ones
who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for you, inspire us
by their lives of service. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that
you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen.

* PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

¥ OFFERING - An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and
around the world. After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward.
Please stand, as you are able for the offering prayer.

* OFFERING PRAYER

A Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world,
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that
we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name.

men. MeaL

" GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of your calling and
strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and
rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

O OO TUVNOTO
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% HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — (ELW setting 4, pg. 153)
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% EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory ....
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks ...
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink ...
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming
in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.

¥ LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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¥ INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

% BE KNOWN TO US, LORD JESUS (ACS — setting 12, pg. 40)

Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu — ia.

Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu — ia, Alleluia.

¥ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION = ALL in attendance are welcome
to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN. Ushers are standing by to assist.
Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish not to commune, you are still
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

% COMMUNION HYMN - God Extends an Invitation (ELW #486)

Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress
Tune © Miria T. Kolling, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

" PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body
and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world
you have made, and among the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

% BLESSING
P The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One,

poured out, + bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

* ANNOUNCEMENTS
% SENDING HYMN - For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW #679)

Text by Fred Pratt Green © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved.

" DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.
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% SERVING TODAY

Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz
Music Director: John Zacharias
Altar Care: Kris Davies
Assisting Minister: Julie Schmidt

Lay Reader: Julie Schmidt
Usher: Manny Martinez
Videographer: Cheri Oertel

Our congregational annual meeting will be next Sunday, November 17th.
As we do each year, there will be a potluck immediately following the worship service.
After food and fellowship, the congregation will meet to vote on the budget.
We will also be voting for council members, and considering approval for amendments to
the congregation’s Constitution.

Copyright info

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002056.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License
#735766-A valid for 06/30/2024 — 06/29/2025. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI, Church Copyright
License® Number — 22093151 valid for 02/28/2024 — 02/28/2025. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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