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Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 

order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 

news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming 

work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Chris-

tians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  

endures forever. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Gracious God,  

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have 

harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause 

conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among  

ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great 

mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn 

us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

P God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace  

you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN  -  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  

(ELW #779)  

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.    

C And also with you.  
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 GLORY TO GOD – (ELW setting 4 pg. 148-149) 
Cantor: 

 

Congregation sings: Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. A-men. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit  

renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend 

them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 46 
        1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of  the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.   

 7The LORD of  hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
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 11The LORD of  hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

 

 SECOND LESSON – Romans 3:19-28  
       19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 

God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, 

for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 

by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that  

is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,  

effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine  

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the 

present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in  

Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 

prescribed by the law. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel 

 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION –  (ELW setting 6, pg. 171)  
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 GOSPEL – John 8:31-36 
P    The Holy Gospel, according to John, the eighth chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 

anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON                                     

 HYMN OF THE DAY –  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW #504) 
 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW pg. 105) 
P  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:                                                           

C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A   Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the  

whole creation. 

                                                   (A brief silence) 
 

A   Lord of all, we give thanks for the whole church throughout the world. Open wide the 

paths toward unity between denominations so that all followers of Christ may join in 

shared worship and mission. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Renewing God, as the dying leaves display their beauty, we are reminded that  

nature’s cycle of life includes and requires both life and death. Instill in your people a 

mission of preservation and appreciation for trees, animals, and waterways threatened 

by climate collapse. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Gracious God, in the spirit of reformation we pray for all who cry out for relief from 

systemic oppression. May the hearts of those who occupy seats of power be reformed 

so that peace becomes the center of our life together. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Comforting God, be with all who are sick, suffering, or grieving in our own commu-

nity and beyond, especially those we bring to you now, either silently or aloud. 

(pause) Surround them with the promise of your love, comfort, and grace that never 

ends. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Divine Guide, continue to challenge this community to be ever reforming in our  

ministries and outreach efforts. Inspire creative ideas among us so that the communal, 

grace-filled word of God remains at the heart of our ministry. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Almighty God, in Christ’s resurrection you ensure that though life be wrenched away, 

death cannot win the day. May the truth of your saving grace through faith sustain our 

hope for life in you. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

                                        Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving 

grace you freely give, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward.     

Please stand, as you are able for the offering prayer. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and  

with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, throught Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



9 

 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – (setting 6, pg. 173) 
 

 

 

 

 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P    Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the  

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 

in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 

who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.   

C   Amen. 



 LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 
 

 BE KNOWN TO US, LORD JESUS (ACS – setting 12, pg. 40) 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION – ALL in attendance are welcome  

to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN.  Ushers are standing by to assist.  

Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish not to commune, you are still 

welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
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 COMMUNION HYMN – Making Their Way (ACS #979)  
Text by Delores Dufner © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Arr. © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.  

Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 

 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   

C Amen. 

 BLESSING 

P God almighty, God most wonderful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 SENDING HYMN – The Church’s One Foundation (ELW #654) 
 

 DISMISSAL     

P Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. John Foster 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar Care: Cindy Dolezal 

Assisting Minister: Cindy Dolezal 

Lay Reader: Julie Bothun 

Usher: Julie Bothun 

Videographer:    Cheri Oertel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregational annual meeting will be on Sunday, November 17th. 
As we do each year, there will be a potluck immediately following the worship service.   

After food and fellowship, the congregation will meet to vote on the budget. 
We will also be voting for council members, and considering approval for two amendments 

to the congregation’s Constitution. 
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