
 

You are welcome here! 

We are disciples of Jesus, growing 
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 
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 
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Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

 
 

September 22, 2024 

18
th

 Sunday after 

Pentecost 
  



Gathering 

 INTRODUCTION 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 

which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then,  

to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to 

welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, 

and to give them a place of honor in the assembly. 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  

endures forever. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Gracious God,  

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have 

harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause 

conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among  

ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great 

mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn 

us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

P God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your 

sins are forgiven. 

C Amen. 

 GATHERING HYMN - Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  

     (ELW #712) 
Text by Albert F. Bayly © 1961 Oxford University Press.   

Arr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Podcast/ streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #735766-A. All rights reserved. 
 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.    

C And also with you.  

 



3 

 

 

 GLORY TO GOD – (ELW setting 4 pg. 148-149)  
cantor: 
       

 

 

 
 
Congregation sings:  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

                            we worship you, we give you thanks,  

                      we praise you for your glory.  

                      Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father.   

                      Lord God, Lamb of God,  

                      you take away the sin of the world: 

                      have mercy on us;  

                      you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

                      receive our prayer.  

                      For you alone are the Holy One, 

                      For you alone are the Lord,  

                      you alone are the Most High, 

                      Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

                      In the glory of God the Father. 

                      Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and wel-

come us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, 

that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Word 

 FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 11:18-20 
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;  

then you showed me their evil deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. 

And I did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, 

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, 

let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 54 
1Save me, O God, by your name; 

  in your might, defend my cause. 
2Hear my prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, 

  those who have no regard for God. 
4Behold, God is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  
5Render evil to those who spy on me; 

  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down on my enemies. 

 

 SECOND LESSON – James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition 

in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come 

down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and  

selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.  
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17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,  

full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 

 1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come 

from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; 

so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage  

in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not  

receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw 

near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION –  (ELW setting 6, pg. 171)  

 

 GOSPEL – Mark 9:30-37 
P    The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the ninth chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord 
 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone  

to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 

will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask 

him. 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 

“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they 

had argued with one another who was the greatest. 
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     35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 

last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and  

taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON                                     

 HYMN OF THE DAY –  We Are An Offering  (ELW #692) 
CCLI Song # 16220 Dwight Liles © 1984 Curb Word Music  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 22093151 
 

 APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW pg. 105) 
P  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:                                                           

C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the       

church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 

                                                          (A brief silence) 
 

A   Loving God, you welcome all at your table of grace. Instill in your church a spirit of 

humility and curiosity, that we embrace all who seek you. We pray especially for 

ministries of hospitality and faith formation. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Creating God, you shape the world so there is more than enough for all. Curb our 

habits of overuse, and guide us toward more sustainable sources of energy, food,  

and water. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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A Gracious God, your peace brings justice and solidarity. Encourage peace among  

peoples, tribes, and nations; heal divisions in our country and local communities,  

that together we might cooperate for the good of all. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Faithful God, you draw near to you all who are in need. Bring healing and wholeness 

to all who suffer, especially those we name before you now, silently or aloud. (pause) 

Transform economic, political, and social systems that oppress vulnerable people,  

especially systems of structural racism and generational poverty. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Transforming God, you accompany all through changes and transitions. Help us to 

see where you are calling this community to new ways of living the gospel promise; 

assure us that even as change brings loss, it also brings hope and life. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Merciful God, you embrace us on our final pilgrimage from this life. Accompany all 

who have died, console those who mourn, and at the last, show us the way to eternal 

life in you. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

                                      Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved 

child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, here and around the world.  

After the offering is gathered, the gifts are brought forward.     

Please stand, as you are able for the offering prayer. 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

A Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and  

with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, throught Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 



8 

 

Meal 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – (setting 6, pg. 173) 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P    Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great  

    love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;… 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,…  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 

in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 

who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.   

C   Amen. 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 

 

 BE KNOWN TO US, LORD JESUS (ACS – setting 12, pg. 40)                 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, 

In the breaking of the bread. 

Allelujah, allelujah, allelu-jah. 

         Be known to us, Lord Jesus, 

In the breaking of the bread. 

Allelujah, allelujah, allelu-jah. 

Allelujah. 
 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION – ALL in attendance are welcome  

to partake of Holy Communion, as our table is OPEN.  Ushers are standing by to assist.  

Red juice is wine, white juice is grape juice. If you wish not to commune, you are still 

welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
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 COMMUNION HYMN – Rock of Ages (ELW #623) 
  

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   

C Amen. 

 BLESSING 

P God almighty, God most wonderful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 SENDING HYMN – La Paz Del Señor 
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 DISMISSAL     

P Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

• Continue “God’s Work, Our Hands” giving of requested items for 
Mayberry Gardens through the end of September. 

➢ socks 
➢ wash clothes 
➢ snacks 
➢ lotions  
➢ body wash  
➢ shampoo 
➢ word search books  
➢ daily devotional booklets 

• $5 Pet Vaccinations on Saturday, October 5th from  
10 am to noon. Ask Julie Schmidt if you have any questions. 

• Next Council meeting will be on Sunday, October 6th, after worship 
service.  

• Early voting begins Monday, October 21st. Election Day is Tuesday, 
November 5th. 

• Annual congregational meeting on Sunday, November 17th, after 
worship service. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 SERVING TODAY 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal 

Music Director: John Zacharias 

Altar Care: Kris Davies 

Assisting Minister: Kris Davies  

Lay Reader: Julie Bothun 

Usher: Julie Bothun 

Videographer:    Cheri Oertel 
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